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PREZRELEASE
Welcome to a new season.  

For us car enthusiasts these 
winter months have felt like 

a lifetime, months ago we covered up 
our cars and started counting down 
the days until warmer weather.  Spring 
is around the corner and time is 
winding down for those searching for 
their ultimate summer car.    

I want to share with you that your 
Board of Directors have spent time 
reflecting on last year and looking 
at how to improve your membership 
experience within MBCA-MNMB.  We 
got together in the off season to plan 
and organize an exciting season.  
This includes our 1st annual Brainard 
Raceway driver’s education track day!  
We have also brought back the Spring 
Fling Cruise of course our popular 
Wine Cruise.  For those of you with 
older classic models and vintage 
Benzs, we will be participating in the 
Annual Intermarque Osseo Car show 
dedicated to vehicles made in 1994 
and older. This is just a brief list of this 
year events.  Please see our detailed 
calendar located on our website as 
well as in each newsletter.  

 
We are also excited to be a part of 
the Cars & Coffee events located at 
Canterbury Downs in Shakopee that 
are held on the first Saturday of the 
month April – October.  MNMB will 
have our section marked with our 
gorgeous branded tent and will have 
a table with all the new 2018 swag 
available for purchase.  We encourage 
you to attend at least one C & C this 
year and see the largest Cars and 
Coffee show in the country.  Please 
watch your emails for information 
regarding the pre-meets so we can 
join up and all drive in together.  
 
Another additional item I would like to 
introduce this year is recognizing our 
members.  I would like to hear from 
any of you that have a great car story 
road trips, buying, selling or restoring 
etc… Also, we will recognize new 
members in each issue.  We currently 
have 292 paid MBCA members 
and 550 members of our MNMB 
Facebook Group.  We are striving to 
have all Facebook members become 

MBCA members 
to share in the 
many benefits 
of becoming an 
MBCA member.
 
Thank you all for 
your continued 
support and participation, our club is 
only as strong as our members and 
sponsors. Here’s to another great 
season and meeting making new 
friends along the way! 
 
I would like to welcome the following 
new members since January 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    — Christopher Haas

THEGEARBOX
TSHIRT $20

SWEATSHIRT $40

TUMBLER $20

HAT $30

Gear can be purchased from any 
MBCA-MNMB supported event. 
Women’s styles are also available. 
Club logo stickers can be purchased 
for $5 each. Contact Kevin Owles for 
more info. kj21284@yahoo.com
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A new class of SUV.
The all-new Mercedes-Benz Glc.

aVaIlaBle nOw aT FeldMann IMPOrTs.

It’s more than a new name. It’s the next generation of the sUV. More than innovative, it’s 
imaginative. Beyond sensible, it’s also sensitive - and sensual. The all-new Glc isn’t just at 
the head of its class. It’s a class ahead. Get yours today.

4901 American Blvd. W.     |     Bloomington, MN 55437 | 952.837.6300 | FeldmannImports.com

feldmann_northern_star_ad_4.indd   1 3/11/16   3:07 PM

Your ad here
Contact chaasamg@gmail.com  

to have your ad in the next Northern Star



Director of the Year - Eric Sorenson
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MEMBER REFLECTIONS

Greetings, all! While I am 
a “newbie” to the MBCA-
Minnesota Section, I have a 

long history of love for Mercedes-
Benz, especially the R107 SL. Several 
people have asked me what “sparked 
my obsession” with Mercedes, so I 
thought that would be a good topic for 
my first article! 

When I was almost 3 years old, I 
traveled with my parents down to 
Chicago, where my dad bought his 
very first Mercedes-Benz - a 1976 
450SEL, champagne gold with 
palomino leather. (Is that what also 
sparked my love of champagne!?) 
I certainly loved that car - the 
sumptuous leather, the satisfying 
crush of the vault-like doors, the quiet 
ride, and the sense of safety and 
security it imbued. 

A few months later, my parents began 
receiving THE STAR magazine, and 
I eagerly paged through every issue, 
taking in all the photos and articles 
about such cool cars. Fast forward to 
the late 1970s, and there was an issue 
with the 450SEL 6.9 sedan on the 
cover. That especially intrigued my 6 
year old mind; even at that young age, 
the sheer power of that engine was 
evident. 

The TV show Dallas is ultimately 
responsible for my love of the R107 
SL. Every Friday night in the 1980s, 
my dad and I would watch Dukes 
of Hazzard at 7pm, Dallas at 8pm, 
and Falcon Crest at 9pm. The little 
signal red with palomino leather 
450SL driven by Pam and Bobby 
Ewing became my favorite car, and 
I incessantly asked my dad to buy 
one for our family. I’d find photos 
of SLs in The Star, find “for sale” 
advertisements and strategically place 
them around the kitchen, to no avail. 
For my 16th birthday, I received a 
“model” red/palomino 560SL on a 
white marble slab, with a gold pen 
and holder attached; I thought, that is 
cruel!!! I wanted a “real” one!!! 

In 1990, my dream came true, when 
he bought a 1986 560SL, signal red 
with palomino leather. My 2 brothers, 
sister and I would stuff ourselves in
the back jump seat while one or both 
parents were in the front. It was our 
first experience with a “top down” car, 
and we loved it. 

What really solidified my love and 
respect for these fine German 
machines was the fact that the 1976 
450SEL saved my dad’s life. On my 
brother John’s birthday, 13 January 
1981, my dad was heading west on 
highway 110. This is back before the 
new configuration of the Highway 13 
and 110 intersection, and there was 
a four way stop, with stoplights. He 
was sitting at the light, and there was 
an 18 wheeler semi truck in front of 
him, and cars on both sides of him. 
As he was waiting for the light to turn, 
he saw another semi truck coming up 
over the hill behind him, and thought, 
“that truck seems to be moving too 
fast”. Within seconds, it slammed into 
the back of the Benz, shoving the 
front end of the car underneath the 
semi in front of him, crumpling the 
front and the back, but leaving the 
passenger compartment intact. He hit 
the steering wheel, breaking several 
ribs and his nose. As he sat there 

totally stunned, he smelled gas, and 
knew he had to get out of the car. His 
door was jammed shut, but he saw 
the rear passenger window behind 
him was shattered. He climbed into 
the back seat, broke out the rest of 
the glass and fell out the window. He 
started running away from the car, and 
when he was 15 feet away, it exploded 
in a ball of fire that reached to the sky. 
The car became a burnt out, mangled 
wreck of twisted metal and leather but 
he survived! He’s often told us over 
the years that had he been in ANY 
other car, he would’ve been killed 
instantly. 

I couldn’t imagine life without my 
dad, and to know that his Mercedes 
saved his life made quite a powerful 
impression on an 8 year old.... as did 
the fact that my sister, who was born 
in 1982, would not exist had he not 
survived! I vowed to one day own my 
own, “best, safest car ever”.

As for my own personal Mercedes 
exploits, I’ll tell you about those next 
time! I look forward to meeting all of 
you at the upcoming club events! 
           
 
             — Teresa 



$25 OFF
SERVICE A

Services Performed:

Synthetic Motor Oil Replacement

Oil Filter Replacement

Fluid Check & Correction

Tire Inflation Check & Correction

Brake Component Inspection

Reset Maintenance Counter

$50 OFF
SERVICE B

*O er cannot be combined with other o ers.
Valid through 4/30/18.

*O er cannot be combined with other o ers.
Valid through 4/30/18.

Services Performed:

Synthetic Motor Oil Replacement

Oil Filter Replacement

Cabin Filter Replacement

Fluid Check & Correction

Tire Inflation Check & Correction

Brake Component Inspection

Reset Maintenance Counter

Mercedes-Benz owners and enthusiasts have good 
reason to be excited following Morrie’s Automotive 
Group’s recent acquisition of Mercedes Benz of St. 
Paul. Much like Mercedes-Benz in Maplewood, 
Morrie’s has maintained a longstanding presence in 
the Minnesota automotive community and plans to 

enhance the Mercedes-Benz ownership experience in St. Paul and neighboring communities. 
Morrie’s exists to deliver moments of happiness throughout the entire automotive ownership 
experience, because happiness matters.

Under the guidance of General Manager Allen Hsiang, the entire team at Mercedes-Benz of St. Paul 
is excited to get to know the local Mercedes-Benz community and deliver experience that go 
Beyond Happy.TM  While ownership has transitioned, rest assured you’ll see many familiar faces at 
the new Mercedes Benz of St. Paul. We encourage you to stop in, say hello and get to know the 
entire team. 

When you visit you’ll be pleased to see the full Mercedes-Benz lineup, including Mercedes – AMG 
models, on display in the expanded showroom space. The team has a variety of events in store in 
the coming months including Grand opening activities, owner clinics, new model introductions and 
regular Formula 1 race gatherings and more. We encourage you to visit our website to stay up to 
date on all the activities in store.

2780 Maplewood Drive Maplewood, MN 55109(651) 217-8700 mercedesbenzofstpaul.com
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DEALER’S CORNERJUST FOR FUN
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AROUND 
THE BEND

®
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IN THE MIRROR  
VALENTINE’S DAY BRUNCH

MNMB Go-Kart Racing 
at MB2 Raceway

Paul and Chris Bergquist once 
again hosted our Valentine’s 
Day brunch at Lord Fletcher’s on 

Lake Minnetonka on Sunday, February 
11th @ 10:30 AM with 29 people 
attending. 

Past President and former newsletter 
editor, Louis Wendling took the 
enclosed photos. Lord Fletcher’s 
never fails to take great care of our 
group. We were treated to the private 
Lakeside room with a fireplace. As 
always, the buffet quality and choices 
were outstanding. 

Paul Bergquist had members and 
guests introduce and give a brief 
history of themselves. Paul also 
brought up some information about 
the Club’s future events. 

At the end, a drawing was held for two 
floral arrangements and the winners 
were Ginger Simek and Judy Krueger.
A good time was had by all!

Another year, another club outing 
for some wheel to wheel go-
kart racing. While we await the 

warmer spring weather and the fun 
driving events around the corner, a 
group of MNMB members gathered  
at MB2 Raceway for a private track 
rental to scratch that ‘need for speed’ 
itch. With two whole hours of track 
time to ourselves, participants were 
split into four groups and each able 
to enjoy time on track with like-skilled 
competitors and socialize with other 
members while not on track. Before 
MB2 was closed to the public, I had 
ran into some of the members of 
the local Audi club. I am pleased to 
report that four of our members had 
faster lap times than the fastest Audi 
member! Smiles were abundant and 
feedback indicated that everyone 
who joined us had a absolute blast! 
Until next time, keep the shiny side  
up and the rubber down! 
           
 
           — Charlie Achterkirch



NORTHERN STAR  SPRING 2018 | 12 11 | NORTHERN STAR  SPRING 2018

TECHFILES

If you follow the dealer’s 
recommendations (trade 
in every year or two), you 

will never have to deal with 
rust.  But most of us buy 
cars we really like, and thus 
keep them longer, especially 
if there is a rough learning 
curve to the infotainment/
climate/navigation system.
 
Car makers are constantly 
improving corrosion protection 
(or so they tell us), with rust 
proofing and new materials.  
Note that plastic doesn’t rust.  
Galvanizing is a tried and true 
system for protecting steel, 
and there are various steels 
and aluminums to chose 
from. Aluminum is usually 
alloyed with other metals like 
copper for added strength, 
but this makes it more prone 
to corrosion from salts.  Pure 
aluminum is very resistant, so 
often alloy sheets are plated 
with pure aluminum to improve 
resistance. Unfortunately, 
as you drive around, you 
can see that there are still 
problems with rust/corrosion.

Preventing Rust-Out

The biggest problems occur 
where there is a buildup of dirt 
in a panel. This can be because 
of a ledge, or often because 
of the failure of drain holes. 
The dirt soaks up water or 
worse, salt water, and it takes 
a very long time to dry. The 
obvious solution is to assure 
that these drains stay functional 
by periodic cleaning.  Even the 
simplest tools can do the job; 
my favorites are toothpicks 
and popsicle sticks; the wood 
doesn’t scratch the paint 
about the drains, and they are 
cheap and readily available.
 
Most modern cars have 
plastic fender liners. They 
reduce road noise and prevent 
small rocks thrown up by 
the tires from chipping the 
undersides of the fenders.  
This is a great scheme, but 
sometimes the gaps between 
fender and liner get filled with 
road debris and leaves.
 
Preventive measures can be as 
simple as a car wash. Usually, 

there is 
an extra 
charge to 
the washes 
that rinse the underside of the 
vehicle. I’ve often found these 
have limited effectiveness, so 
resort to hand washing with a 
garden hose and nozzle.  This 
is an ugly job but in my view 
necessary. Particular attention 
is paid to where the edges 
of the liner meet the edge of 
the wheel well. Then there 
is the old trucker’s trick of 
going on a fast drive in hard 
rain for a more natural rinse.  
This does have good logic 
behind it and sure is easy.
There are also companies 
that specialize in aftermarket 
rust proofing by squirting oil/
wax compounds into the 
closed cavities. Some of 
these do a good job and 
guarantee their work.

Superb Motoring
John Elliott



AUGUST
1 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

3-5 - Powercruise USA - Brainerd 
International Raceway
4 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

11 - 32ND Annual New London to New 
Brighton Antique Car Run - Contacts: 
John Elliot (952-941-4040) or Paul Bergquist 
(952-937-1822) [SATURDAY]

TBD - DCTC (Dakota County Technical College) 
Defensive Driving  - Contact:  Jen Cook 
(612-201-6680 or jencook68@gmail.com) 

SEPTEMBER
1 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

5 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

8 - Wheels & Wings - Osceola, WI -
Pre-meet TBD [SATURDAY]

9 - Wayzata Car Show Charity Bene�t (J. J. 
Hill Days) - 9am-2pm [SUNDAY]

14-16 - MAP Proving Grounds 2.0 - 
Brainerd International Raceway
15 - Oktoberfest German Car Show - 
AutoMotorPlex in Chanhassen [SATURDAY]

19 - Board of Directors Meeting - 
Davanni’s in Minnetonka - 6pm [WEDNESDAY]

30 - Membership Appreciation Lunch & 
Apple Picking - Location & Time TBA [SUN]

OCTOBER
3 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

6 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

7 - Fall Color Tour & Lunch - Location & 
Time TBA [SUNDAY]

25 - Dinner - Location TBA - 6:30pm [THURSDAY]

CHECK OUR WEBSITE 
FOR CURRENT UPDATES
www.mnmercedesbenz.org

APRIL
4 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

7 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

26 - Dinner - Lilydale Pool & Yacht Club in 
St. Paul - 6:30pm [THURSDAY]

MAY
2 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

5 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

6 - AutoFair - Porsche St. Paul - 10am-1pm 
[SATURDAY]

12 - InterMarque Car Show - Osseo - 
9am-1pm - Contact: Andy Lindberg 
(651-292-8585) - Watch for �yer [SATURDAY]

16 - Board of Directors Meeting - 
Davanni’s in Minnetonka - 6pm [WEDNESDAY]

19 - Spring Fling Car Cruise & Brunch - 
Contacts: Jennifer Brewster & Christopher 
Haas (612-810-4227) [SATURDAY]

JUNE
2 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

2 - KannonBall Fun Charity Rally 11am [SAT]

6 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

8-10 - MAP Proving Grounds - Brainerd 
International Raceway
16 - Winery Cruise & Scavenger Hunt - 
Contacts: Christopher Haas 
(chaasamg@gmail.com) & Charlie Achterkirch 
(achterkirch@gmail.com) [SATURDAY]

22-24 - Back to the 50’s - MN State 
Fairgrounds

JULY
4 - No Lion’s Tap - Independence Day
7 - Cars & Co�ee - 8am-11am [SATURDAY]

13 - BIR (Brainerd International Raceway) Track 
Day - Contact:  Eric Sorenson (612-384-3068 
or esorenson5150@yahoo.com) [FRIDAY]

18 - Board of Directors Meeting - 
Davanni’s in Minnetonka - 6pm [WEDNESDAY]

29 - Auto Lieben - Afton Alps - 
Pre-meet at John & Angela Jacobson’s -
More info to come [SUNDAY]

NOVEMBER
7 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

11 - Old Log Theater - Play & Brunch - 
Chanhassen - Contacts: John Elliot 
(952-941-4040) or Paul & Chris Bergquist 
(952-937-1822) [SUNDAY]

14 - Board of Directors Meeting - 
Davanni’s in Minnetonka 6pm [WEDNESDAY]

25 - Brunch - Location TBA -10:30am [SUNDAY]

DECEMBER
1 - Annual Holiday Party & Meeting - 
Lillydale Pool & Yacht Club - 
11:30am-4pm - Contact: John Jacobson 
(651-769-1170) [SATURDAY]

5 - Lion’s Tap - 6:30pm [WEDNESDAY]

REGULAR EVENTS
Lion’s Tap: Burgers, beer, & Benz talk. 
Every �rst Wednesday of the month at 
6:30pm (except July 4, 2018) - 1618 Flying 
Cloud Drive, Eden Prairie (952-934-5299) - 
For additional Info Contact: John Elliott 
(952-941-4040 or jelliott@sicoinc.com)
Cars & Co�ee: Car show, music, food 
trucks & co�ee. The �rst Saturday of 
each month (April -October) - Canterbury 
Park, 1100 Canterbury Rd, Shakopee, 
MN - 8am - Pre-meet at 7am at Jerry’s 
Foods - 9625 Anderson Lakes Pkwy, 
Eden Prairie, MN - leave for C&C at 
7:30am.

EVENTS IN BOLD
Sponsored/hosted by MBCA-MNMB

13500 Wayzata Blvd.  
Minnetonka, MN 55305

Ph: 952-546-5301
SearsImports.comMercedes-Benz

Vans. Born to  Run.

Body shop.
We are committed to work closely with your 
insurance company to see that you are provided 
with nothing short of the highest quality repair.

Like no other.
There’s a reason that four generations 
of customers have come to us – and 
come back to us: Perfection.

2018 Models
Stop in our showroom to see the full 

line-up of Mercedes-Benz models. 

The 2016 Sprinter Cargo Van 

There’s a smarter fleet on the street.

Loaded with innovations that help lower your total cost of ownership, the 
2016 Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Cargo Van is the smartest choice for your 
business. A standard turbo diesel engine that delivers up to 18%1 greater fuel 
efficiency, extended service intervals of up to 20,000 miles2 and legendary 
Mercedes-Benz reliability help your company achieve more while spending 
less. The fleet-friendly Sprinter Cargo Van is ready to improve the value of your 
business today—and down the road. To learn more, visit MBVans.com

2500 Cargo Van 144", Low Roof, 4-Cylinder 

$36,495*
Starting At:

© 2015 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

*Excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep fee.

1 Fuel savings estimate of up to 18% according to FTP75 testing of engine OM651 (4-Cylinder) 
versus MY13 OM642 (V6). Individual mileage will vary, based on factors including vehicle load, 
driving style, road conditions and fuel quality. 2 Driver is responsible for monitoring fluid levels 
and tire pressure between service visits.

Options shown. Not all options available in the U.S. 

Sprinter and Metris.
Sears Imported Autos is the only 
Authorized Mercedes-Benz Vans Dealer 
in the Twin Cities Area.
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