
AUTUMN2017

MNMB is Minnesota’s local chapter of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America  •  Join today at MNMercedesBenz.org/join

2016 E63 AMG 
Photo Credit : Alex Bellus Photography





PREZRELEASE
Here we are looking back at an-

other season, car season that 
is. It seemed like it was way to 

short. Funny thing is that they are al-
ways the same amount of time plus or 
minus as few days or weeks depend-
ing on weather. This year has seen big 
changes for the club. We managed to 
pack in more events and activities then 
I can remember in years past. We add-
ed “swag. Tents, T-shirts, hats, mugs, 
stickers and sweatshirts all with our 
new logo. (Still some available. It was 
fantastic to see and meet many people 
and cars that we have never seen or 
have not seen recently. It is always a 
good thing to see new faces and new 
Benz models that we have not seen 
out at events however. it is important 
that we see the ones that have regular-
ly have attended the events in the past. 
Many with either vintage or classic 
cars or just a simple eights and nine-
ties models. I believe that the heart of 
the club is seeing the current members 
miggling new members and “soon to 
be” members at the events. It is great 

to see the 1989 SL with the 2018 AMG 
GTS or a Pagoda next to a CLS and so 
on. The more mix people and cars we 
have the stronger the beat of the club 
gets! The energy increase where the 
horsepower does not have too.

If you have not attended an event 
since the merge, then please consid-
er coming out. We have driving and 
non-driving events scheduled through-
out the year. We are continually mak-
ing changes and tweaking our events 
to make sure that all members and all 
model years will feel welcome. I am 
encouraging you to either email myself 
or Jen Cook (Event Coordinator) with 
your suggestions and comments. We 
know there were big changes this year 
and we want to make sure we are hear-
ing from you all moving forward.

A final thought, We may not have the 
same horsepower and we should not 
be discouraged by the number of liters 
someone else has. Let’s remember that 
we all have the same passion and en-
thusiasm for the automobile. There are 
great stories we can all tell. 

I as well as the 
Board of Directors 
like to say a huge 
thank you to Dave 
Tobin for his decade of service and en-
thusiasm for our club. He has played 
a big role in getting us to level that we 
are at especially with our award win-
ning newsletter. His wife Michelle de-
serves a big thank you as well for put-
ting up with the sometimes grueling 
newsletter and event schedules. David 
and Michelle have an great opportunity 
to move to Upstate NY. We wish them 
all the best in their next chapter! 

Please make sure to come out to 
our amazing events coming up! Please 
check your email for updates as well 
as our new website! 

Holiday Party December 2nd, 2017 
11:30am–12:30pm Cocktail reception 
Lunch and announcements 12:30pm–
4pm at the Pool and Yacht Club  
in Lilydale. $37.00 per ticket. Menu 
plated lunch. Please RSVP with John  
Jacobson at benzboy@comcast.net.

     — Christopher Haas
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THEGEARBOX
TSHIRT $20

SWEATSHIRT $40

TUMBLER $20

HAT $30

Gear can be purchased from any 
MBCA-MNMB supported event. 
Women’s styles are also available. 
Club logo stickers can be purchased 
for $5 each. Contact Kevin Owles for 
more info. kj21284@yahoo.com



A new class of SUV.
The all-new Mercedes-Benz Glc.

aVaIlaBle nOw aT FeldMann IMPOrTs.

It’s more than a new name. It’s the next generation of the sUV. More than innovative, it’s 
imaginative. Beyond sensible, it’s also sensitive - and sensual. The all-new Glc isn’t just at 
the head of its class. It’s a class ahead. Get yours today.

4901 American Blvd. W.     |     Bloomington, MN 55437 | 952.837.6300 | FeldmannImports.com

feldmann_northern_star_ad_4.indd   1 3/11/16   3:07 PM
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Your ad here
Contact chaasamg@gmail.com  

to have your ad in the next Northern Star



IN THE MIRROR
Club Event Report
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Powercruise 2017 • Brainerd International Raceway • August 4th–7th 2017
This year’s Powercruise was an event that we will not soon forget. The weather was great, the group was better, and the 
cars… well, we all know where this is going! I have to admit; I was on the fence when it came to deciding whether or not 
to participate in this event or not. Luckily for me, I have convincing friends in MNMB, and I had some of the most fun in a 
car that I have had in a long time. Going into the weekend, I wasn’t sure what to expect and came away counting down the 
days until next year. So what was it all about? Put simply; it was a weekend at Brainerd International Raceway where an 
amazing and dedicated crew from Australia hosts upwards of 300 cars and countless spectators for track focused octane 
packed fun. What separates Powercruise from any other track day is the emphasis placed on cruising vs. racing. The staff 
opens the track for multiple hours and lets anywhere from 20-30 cars on track at a time, a constant flow on and off the track 
rotates through all drivers allowing everyone to get their fill of laps. No racing is allowed through corners and drivers focus 
on lining up with the next friendly competitor for the upcoming straight-aways. I cannot explain how pleasantly surprised by 
how civilized the driving was and how much fun everyone was able to have. This event is a fantastic opportunity to smash 
the tall skinny loud pedal in a controlled environment and scratch the “need for speed” itch. ‘Till the next one, I guess I’ll 
just have to re-live the fun via video clips from this summer... Charlie Achterkirch

AutoLeiben • Afton Alps • July 30, 2017
On the morning of Sunday, July 30th, we had close to 30 cars, and their passengers represent MBCA-MNMB at Autoleiben 
at Afton Alps. The sunshine gleamed off the Benz’s on the grass and into the field. We had Mercedes-Benz of different 
ages, shapes, sizes, and colors displayed. Afton Alps was a fabulous venue to show all the cars there. Parked from the 
road leading up to the beginning of the hill was the Mercedes, next to us we had other European car brands.  Members 
and spectators alike were able to check out all of the cars and converse with other car owners. What I find so neat about 
car shows like these, is that no matter if you are a Mercedes-Benz owner, a Porsche owner, a Volkswagon owner or any 
other car brand owner; you will always find everyone checking out the other cars and talking with other brand owners. You 
can see them leaning over cars and checking out the interiors, bending down and looking at the lines and flow of the cars, 
people shaking hands and smiling they talk about one of their favorite hobbies. Jennifer Cook 

New London Rally • Kingston • August 12, 2017
We have received the (above/below/etc) photo from my neighbor who attended the Kingston, MN lunch stop for the New 
London to New Brighton Antique Car Run. Pictured from left to right are John Elliott, driver, Beth Kraus, navigator, Paul & 
Chris Bergquist and Marilyn Nienkerk. 2017 is the 31st year that John & Beth have participated in this event and are only 
one of two cars that successfully completed this 120-mile endurance run in their 1912 Maxwell. Approximately 60 cars 
participated. Paul Bergquist

New Londan Rally
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German Engineering VS. American 
Iron in the 1950s

I had the luxury of meeting up with 
Dave Tobin at the “Back to the Fif-
ties” car show last weekend in St. 

Paul, MN. It is the largest car show of 
its type. There is a “Pre 1964 rule,” with 
a focus on hot rods. This year there 
were just under 12,000 cars in atten-
dance. There is no judging or anything 
to win, it’s just a big gathering. A very 
non-Mercedes, non-concours thing.  

Angela and I had our 1956 Lincoln 
Continental Mk II at the show. We just 
acquired it as an alternative to our Mer-
cedes. Dave asked that I share my im-
pressions of how it differs from the 300 
sedan. Since I also have a 300 d, it was 
a fair request. 

It seems the first thing most say 
about the 300 is that the styling is dat-
ed. Understood, but really? “Dated” 
and “Timeless” need to be considered. 
Along with that, function has to play a 
role. I could say a man’s suit is dated 
compared to modern fashion, though 
it is very practical, lots of pockets and 
the ability to adjust for temperature. 

Comparisons
My goodness, the Continental Mk II is 
drop dead gorgeous! It was William 
Clay Ford’s attempt to compete with 
Euro elite cars. The target market was 
obvious. Bridge of Weir Leather, a “Six 
Liter” motor, driver and passenger cli-
mate control, even a Tachometer! On 
top of that, there were American luxu-
ries like four way power seats, power 
windows and power vent windows!

Though the Mk II is like the cool out-
fit, the 300 is the functional one. The 
first thing that jumps out as you prepare 
for a trip are the door pockets. The 300 
has four closing door pockets to store 
things. On the road with the Continental 
you have just the glove box and things 

laying around on the floor. Then there 
are the seats, what a difference! Sure, 
the Mk II used fine leather, but stretched 
over cheap foam. The 300, in contrast, 

has fine leather over springs with horse 
hair buns and cotton. Then there is the 
reclining feature. The MkII seats do not 
tilt or recline. The 300 seats actually re-
cline to the point of being level with the 
back seat. This is on par with the famous 
Nash Air Flyte with its reclining front 
seats. When it comes to seats, one is 
comfortable for 15 minutes, the other for 
15 hours (or 15 really good minutes!).

As an engineer I think of where the 
two cars were with technology. My 300 
d has fuel injection, overhead cam, 
and four wheel independent suspen-
sion. The Continental has fine thread 
fasteners and, with those equipped, 
an elaborate Air Conditioning system 
(four little vents in the roof… Cool both 
figuratively and literally!)

 The Bottom Line
If you’re looking for a car to stand back 
and look at, the Continental Mk II is the 
one, if you are looking for a car that 
you would admire and use, the 300 d 
is the clear choice.

John Jacobson 
is a past Presi-
dent of the 190SL 
Group, but en-
joys all kinds of 
Mercedes cars. 
John, Angela and 
all their cars live 
in Newport, MN.

Previously published in the SL Market letter in 2015

Differences between the Mercedes 300 sedan and a Lincoln Continental MKII? 
Where to start....

Mercedes-Benz 300 d.

Luxurious interior appointments in 
the 300
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A Cure for the Auto Afflicted...  
One of Each

I am a certified Mercedes Carmud-
geon. Though I have a few cars that 
one would hunt for in the SL Market 

Letter, the following commentary sets 
aside the coupes and roadsters to fo-
cus on the lustful ones with two too 
many doors. 

I’m a big fan of 60’s MB sedans for 
their all-around pragmatic usefulness 
in the 21st century. My ‘64 220SEb 
(111 chassis) is modern for its time and 
quite kitsch nowadays but you really 
have to be a ‘Fin-atic’ to like the look 
more than the timeless 108-109 sedan.

We have two 280 SE sedans that 
we love to drive; Eva, who we brought 
home from California, and Ingrid who 
was purchased new by my Father-in-
Law, Ken Kamstra, in 1969. Since we 
have three 280’s and three 300’s we 
named them. So when I mentioned 
to my wife, Angela, that I would really 

Previously published in the SL Market letter in 2015

like to buy a 300 SEL 4.5 that I’ve had 
my eye on for years, the reply was “It 
looks just like Ingrid and Eva. Why?” 
This went on for a while, then came the 
day we were buying a new car for use 
as Angela’s daily driver. No, the E350 
4matic was not acceptable. It had to 
be the E550 Sport 4Matic with Desig-
no interior. Like the three little bears, it 
was a “just right” thing. The E550 had 
the same 0-60 as the SL600 she was 
retiring and after all, acceleration IS a 
safety feature. 

This opened the door. I leveraged 
the difference between an E350 and 
a loaded E550. 6 cyl vs. 8, active sus-
pension, extra trim, It was a win-win ar-
gument with a toll on the checkbook. 

Driving the 300SEL 4.5 versus a 
280SE; When it comes to zipping 
around town with less than a 40 mile 
round trip the 108 280 SE is my favorite.

Left: John and Angela Jacobson with 
Eva, Ingrid and Sterling.

John Jacobson is a past President of 
the 190SL Group, but enjoys all kinds 
of Mercedes cars. John, Angela and all 
their cars live in Newport, MN.

 With its four speed auto and low gear 
rear it actually has a faster 0-60 time 
than the 4.5. Up to 80 MPH it is very re-
sponsive to throttle. Every April I know 
Eva is waiting for me to hop in and go. 
Short jaunts are a frequent event. The 
crank windows, manual antenna and 
locks all work without bed sores. Ev-
ery couple years she needs a shot of 
R134 in the A/C system but that’s to 
be expected. 

Sterling, our 300 SEL 4.5, is the 
car for the road trip or longer drive. 
Hours of sustained 80 MPH is quiet 
and smooth. Our friends in the back 
seat have the extra room to stretch and 
reading lights to help occupy the late 
night ride home. Angela, having grown 
up with MBs in the family, sees the 
hood star and is confident Sterling will 
get us home every time. 

Air suspension horror stories have 
cause many to run from the 109 and 
112 chassis cars. Yes... I had to have 
new valves & bags installed...Once! 
Expensive, but worth every penny for 
the superior ride quality. Again, for 
long trips without fatigue... Excellent! 
The finer things in life come with a 
price, and correctly functioning air sus-
pension is one of those things. All the 
extra chrome and wood goes along as 
an additional source of quiet delight. 

The 4.5 was the last of the 109’s, 
being produced for one month past 
the end of the 3.5 and 6.3 (Oct. 72). 
Ours is #2504 of 2553 so we view it as 
the end of an era. Though a 114 coupe 
or 123 wagon has occasionally caught 
my auto focused eye, our collection 
does not pass 1973. I cannot imagine 
any later model that I would trade it for.



AROUND THE BEND
Life Could Be a Dream Musical • Sunday, November 12th, 2017 
Lunch: 12:15pm   Performance: 2:00pm
Where: Old Log Theater, 5185 Meadville St, Excelsior, MN 55331
The Minnesota Mercedes-Benz and Porsche Club would like to welcome you to take a trip to Springfield and meet Den-
ny and the Dreamers, a fledgling doo-wop singing group preparing to enter the Big Whopper Radio contest to realize 
their dreams of making it to the big time! Trouble comes in the form of Lois, who arrives to put some polish on the boys. 
Denny falls in love, Wally falls in line; Eugene falls apart, and along comes handsome heartthrob Skip to send the whole 
situation spinning.

MBCA-MNMB Holiday Party • Save the Date! Saturday, December 2nd, 2017
Price: Between $35 - $45 (To Be Determined)
It’s almost that time of year again! Let’s celebrate the first full year of the re-branded Mercedes-Benz Club of America Minne-
sota section! As in years past, we invite you to join us in reflecting on this year’s events and envision the future of the club for 
the years to come. With all the changes made this year, we are very excited to host this event and recap the year. Save the 
date and keep an eye out for more details to follow. Shortly, you will be receiving a flier with more information and a payment 
slip to reserve your spot for our Holiday Party.

BIR Club Track Day • Save the Date! Friday, July 13th 2018
Details to follow

Upcoming Club Events
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Photos from Eurowerks 2017



CLUBCONTACTS
President Christopher Haas 
chaasamg@gmail.com

Vice-President Eric Sorenson 
esorenson5150@yahoo.com

Secretary Amanda Ferrer 
ferrer.amandav@gmail.com

Treasurer Jim Walrath 
jwalrathmbca-tc@charter.net

Treasurer Understudy Kevin Owles 
kj21284@yahoo.com

Board of Directors Nick Stanley 
nickrstanley@gmail.com

Event Coordinator Jen Cook 
jencook1228@gmail.com

Webmaster Mike Olson 
mike.olson302@yahoo.com

Membership Chair Jennifer Brewster 
brewster0099@gmail.com

Directors (2017 - 2018) 
Charlie Achterkirch   achterkirch@gmail.com 
Paul Bergquist   pbassocinc@aol.com 
Jennifer Brewster   brewster0099@gmail.com 
Jen Cook   jencook1228@gmail.com 
John Elliott   jelliott5904@gmail.com 
Tom Ogle   chbadner@gmail.com 
Mike Olson   mike.olson302@yahoo.com 
Nick Stanley   nickrstanley@gmail.com

Technical Advisers 
Doug Cunningham (Sears Imported Autos)  
952-546-5301 
Werner Huber (Huber’s Imported Car Service) 
763-546-2586

Mercedes-Benz Dealer Liaisons 
Feldmann Imports 
Thomas Ogle (Dealer) 952-837-6300 
Dick Lind (Club) 952-832-5131

Maplewood Imports 
Trevor Lunn (Dealer) 651-483-2681 
Dave Slatosky (Club) 612-598-6969

Sear’s Imported Autos 
William Steiner (Dealer) 952-512-6546 
Paul Bergquist (Club) 952-937-1822

Regional Director Jason Burton (Midwest Region) 
jasonburton@thejohnhancock.com

Ex-Oficio Dave Tobin 
dave@daveknowscars.com

Past Section Presidents 
Dave Tobin (2015 - 2016) 
Christopher Haas (2013 - 2014) 
Jim Walrath (2011 - 2012) 
Dave Bortner (2010) 
Mark Flaten (2007 - 2009) 
Louis Wendling (2000 - 2007) 
Paul Bergquist (1993 - 2000) 
Milt Borgen (1991 - 1993) 
Bob Nienkerk (1984 - 1991) 
Ralph Engelking (1980 - 1984)
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TECHFILES

If you hadn’t guessed it, we will dis-
cuss doors. It’s quite an engineered 
part of a vehicle today. Interesting-

ly, early cars didn’t have doors – or 
windshields, tops, or windows for that 
matter, but the doors came first. Even 
as late as 1960, my father bought a 
new Austin Healy Sprite, and it didn’t 
have integral windows or an outside 
door handle. When the weather turned 
sour, one dug a frame out of the trunk, 
plugged it into sockets, then unrolled 
the top and attached it with many sepa-
rate fasteners. The windows were also 
dug out of the trunk and attached to 
the tops of the doors with big screws. A 
flap was lifted to allow you to reach in-
side to access the door handle. There 
was no door lock. 

One of the important improvements 
that came along in the late ‘50s or ‘60s 
is the latch that was required not to 
separate with collision or body flex. I 
remember driving a late ‘40s convert-
ible where making a sharp right-hand 

turn caused the left door to fly open. 
No seat belts on that car, so a firm grip 
on the wheel is what kept me from fall-
ing out. Latches are now designed not 
to open in the event of a rollover. 

A lot of cars had doors with hinges 
at the back. It is debatable if it made 
entry and exit easier, but one thing was 
sure, you didn’t want to open that door 
at speed. Another design was to have 
the hinge at the top, MB Gull Wing 
style. Getting in over a high sill was a 
challenge, as was sealing out rain, so 
this is only seen in specialty cars.

Today’s doors have handles on both 
sides, locks on the outside, speakers, 
and are loaded with electrical switches 
for windows, seats, locks, mirrors, etc.. 
They have to seal against highway 
speed winds, support mirrors, with-
stand side impacts, house the window 
and lift mechanism. Doors can be made 
of steel, aluminum, or plastic. There is 
high strength low alloy steel reinforc-
ing bars to add strength and reduce 

The Ins and Outs
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weight. There 
is light weight 
plastic trim on 
the inside. They 
close with a nice thunk. Unfortunately, 
the thickness has grown hugely, and 
that eats into interior space.

Almost all cars now come standard 
with electric power windows. Before 
this was perfected, vacuum systems 
and even hydraulic were tried. The 
hydraulic, like on ‘40s Lincolns, had a 
tendency to leak—the windows slowly 
creep open, and the fluid (brake fluid) 
would eat the paint off the bottom of 
the doors. One of the advantages of the 
hand crank was that you could adjust 
the window without having to get in and 
turn on the key. You could also feel if the 
window was frozen shut. Sometimes 
the electric ones will break something 
trying to open a stuck window.

Superb Motoring
John Elliott

FIND US UNDER OUR NEW TENTS!



Minnesota’s Newest 
State Of The Art Full Line 

Mercedes-Benz Dealer

4447 Canal Place SE • Rochester, MN 55904
(507) 424-3001 • www.MBofRochester.com  
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Your trusted shop for the automotive enthusiast!

Servicing all makes and models, specializing in 
German Vehicles. Stop by today for a free estimate.

•  Full-Service Repairs

•  Scheduled Maintenance

•  Diagnostics

•  Expert Fabrication

•  Custom Turbo, S/C, Nitrous

•  Aftermarket Upgrades

952.926.20423901 Excelsior Blvd, St Louis Park, MN 55416

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING
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The MBCA-MNMB and PORSHE CLUB would like to invite you  
on November 12th, 2017 for the 2pm performance of LIFE COULD BE A DREAM

Cost is $57.07 per person.  Includes Theater ticket, Lunch, Gratuity, and Tax.

Lunch begins at 12:15pm—performance begins at 2pm
When you guests arrive, just check in with the Box Office for your theatre and meal tickets.

Individual guests have a choice of one of four lunch entrees:
• Braised Boneless Short Rib, potatoes, seasonal vegetable, gravy
• Seared Pork Chop, potatoes, seasonal vegetables, bacon port demi glaze
• Dill Roasted Tilapia, potatoes, seasonal vegetables, with lemon
• Angel Hair Pasta with Garden Marinara

Also included are a bread service, Dessert, and Coffee

Take a trip to Springfield and meet Denny and the Dreamers, a fledgling doo-wop singing group 
preparing to enter the Big Whopper Radio contest to realize their dreams of making it to the big time! 
Trouble comes in the form of Lois, who arrives to put some polish on the boys. Denny falls in love, 
Wally falls in line; Eugene falls apart, and along comes handsome heartthrob Skip to send the whole 
situation spinning.

Hear hit songs like: Fools Fall in Love, Tears on My Pillow, Runaround Sue, Earth Angel, Stay, and 
Unchained Melody and, of course, Life Could be a Dream.

We will accept individual payments for your reservation. There are 32 total spots available, so please contact Mauren soon to reserve your spot!  
Please call Mauren Kvam directly at: 952-474-0861



December
Annual Holiday Dinner Party
Sat, Dec 2nd

Lion's Tap Dinner
Weds, Dec 6th  •  6:30

November
Lion's Tap Dinner
Weds, Nov 1st  •  6:30pm

Old Log Theatre
Sun, Nov 12th

Dates and times may change. For the most 
current event info, please visit our facebook 
page at facebook.com/groups/MinnesotaMB/ 
or our website at MNMercedesBenz.org

July
BIR Club Track Day
July 13th, 2018

CALENDAROfEVENTS
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The 2016 Sprinter Cargo Van 

There’s a smarter fleet on the street.

Loaded with innovations that help lower your total cost of ownership, the 
2016 Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Cargo Van is the smartest choice for your 
business. A standard turbo diesel engine that delivers up to 18%1 greater fuel 
efficiency, extended service intervals of up to 20,000 miles2 and legendary 
Mercedes-Benz reliability help your company achieve more while spending 
less. The fleet-friendly Sprinter Cargo Van is ready to improve the value of your 
business today—and down the road. To learn more, visit MBVans.com

2500 Cargo Van 144", Low Roof, 4-Cylinder 

$36,495*
Starting At:

© 2015 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

*Excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep fee.

1 Fuel savings estimate of up to 18% according to FTP75 testing of engine OM651 (4-Cylinder) 
versus MY13 OM642 (V6). Individual mileage will vary, based on factors including vehicle load, 
driving style, road conditions and fuel quality. 2 Driver is responsible for monitoring fluid levels 
and tire pressure between service visits.

Options shown. Not all options available in the U.S. 

 

The Only Twin Cities Mercedes-Benz Sprinter and Metris Dealer for Sales, Service and Parts.


