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Event Reports Galore!

MBCA-TC Members Take 
in New London to New 
Brighton Antique Car Run

 Vino in the Valley Scavenger Rally

MBCA-TC Rally Team 
Tackles “Kettle Call Vintage 

Rally” in Elkhart Lake, WI

What Did You Do With Your 
Mercedes-Benz This Summer?
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952-546-5301         On 394 across from Target Ridgedale   www.searsimports.com 

Anyone can claim excellence. 

Only a handful can demonstrate it from generation to generation 

Indeed, as the oldest Mercedes-Benz dealership in the Upper Midwest and one of the few in the nation  
to consistently earn top marks in customer service, we are now serving the fourth generation of some of our customers,  

still providing the care and handling that these great cars deserve. 

We maintain the only truly full service dealership in this part of the country with the only authorized Mercedes-Benz body shop.
But, as with any company, it is our people, some with us now upward of 30 years,

who keep our customers coming back generation after generation. 

Come discover what excellence really means. 

Come experience the value of longevity at Sears Imported Autos.
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Wow, summer’s over already. We’ve 

got a number of fall events happen-

ing right now, and it’s great weather 

for a Mercedes drive. 

I want to make sure everyone’s 

aware of a couple of key changes in 

our schedule in the not-too-distant 

future. At the urging of the national 

organization, we have moved our 

annual meeting from January to 

October. Look for details in this 

newsletter, but please be aware that 

we will be holding the annual meet-

ing at the Gasthauf on October 23. 

This also means we will be electing 

a new roster of board members on 

October 23, and the new board will 

elect new officers at that time. Don’t 

miss this great annual event.

Our holiday party this year will take 

place on December 4, at Al & Alma’s 

Supper Club in Mound. This will be 

a big change from the “glamour” 

of the Olympic Hills Country Club, 

but the board suggested, after last 

years’ event, that perhaps a change 

to a more intimate, less formal, setting 

might be fun. Any questions about this 

event can be directed to me, as I am 

coordinating this event. Look for more 

information in the pages ahead!

Finally, I had the pleasure of attend-

ing a new event this summer, the 

Scavenger Rally at Vino in the Val-

ley. It was a blast! The people were 

very friendly, the scenery was great, 

and the food was terrific. I want to 

thank the organizers of this event, 

Ken Arneson and Julie Winger, on 

several accounts. They’re relatively 

new members who decided they 

wanted to host an event, they put 

it together, and they did a great 

job. We had the opportunity to 

Prez Release
Dave Bortner

President Bortner and Kara Arne in the big 6.9 during 
the Vino in the Valley Scavenger Rally.

Welcome New Members!
NAME          FROM     CAR   
John M. Brunello    Maple Grove, MN    ‘73 280C
Jalpesh Chitalia    Rochester, MN   ´09 C300 
John & Susan Church   Bloomington, MN  ´85 500SL
John David DeHaan   Excelsior, MN   ´92 400 E
Ryan Pool     Ellsworth, WI    ‘03 C240 Wagon

meet a bunch of new folks over in 

Wisconsin, who are members, but 

don’t always get over to the cities 

for events. This event was a great 

example of members rolling up their 

sleeves and getting an event done, 

and done well. As I told Ken, doing 

a first time event this well is one 

sure way to end up on the board.



Letter From the Editor

A Summer full of fun car events means a 
“Northern Star” issue full of event reports. 
There are reports here on three events 
in which Mercedes-Benz Club members 
from the Twin Cities participated. 

Watch the Website
While the “Northern Star” is a fun publi-
cation to page through and read,  it is in 
no way the best or most timely place to 
receive club information, whether about 
past or future events. All of the event re-
ports in this issue were published on the 
club website within about 48 hours of the 
completion of the event. All of them were 
announced there weeks before the event 
(save for the Kettle Call Rally, as it isn’t a 
Mercedes-Benz Club event). Without a 
doubt the first place you should look for 
up to date club information and upcoming 
activities is the club website: 
www.mbca-tc.org. 

Dave Tobin

Sure we all like to page through a maga-
zine-like publication and see what’s been 
happening in the club and what’s coming 
up. I hope we continue to publish (printed 
on paper and mailed) a solid section news 
letter for a long time to come, but in this 
day and age the website should be the first 
place you turn for real, up to the minute, 
club information. 

A real effort is being made to stick to a 
timely, quarterly publication schedule for 
the “Northern Star” so events are an-
nounced with enough anticipation, but the 
reality is printed newsletters are no longer 
the key communication instruments of 
clubs such as ours.  

Please, check the website often for event 
information and keep your eye out for email 
correspondence from the club announcing 
events. If you do not get occasional emails 
from the club let someone know and we 
will be sure your email address is on the 
list. Have you changed email addresses 
lately? Do you need to update your email 
address with the club?

Multiple event announcements are always 

emailed. One, a couple of weeks before an 
event and then another a few days before 
the event.

Events and Participation
It takes real effort to put together an event 
like the Vino in the Valley Rally and it’s 
most fun and satisfying when the event 
is well attended by club members.  Ken 
Arneson and Julie Winger pulled off this 
event like they’d planned many events 
before despite the fact that this was their 
first event! AND They hadn’t even met but 
one or two of the participants who showed 
up before the day of the event. Great job 
Ken and Julie!

Lots of new acquaintances were made 
that day and new friendships forged. It 
was the first of two rallies Warren Rauch 
and I found ourselves in this Summer, you 
can read about the very special “Kettle Call 
Rally” in this issue as well.

I hope to see you at an event soon.

Dave Tobin
Ph: (651) 216-1265
Email: dave@daveknowscars.com



2010 ANNUAL MEETING IS OCTOBER 23rd! Reservations  Due  October 15th



 Fall Color Tour & Brunch at the Norton’s Restaurant  
in Red Wing - Sunday Oct. 10, 2010 

 
 

 

 
 

Get ready to enjoy the splendor  
of Fall in your Benz! 

 
     On Sunday October 10 we will drive along the beautiful Mississippi Valley to Red Wing for brunch at  
Norton’s restaurant. Those of you who joined us in the last two years remember their delicious food and 
fantastic wine list. If you haven’t been there you can get a sneak preview at: 
www.thenortonsrestaurant.com 

 
 
·   10:00 AM - Caravan to Red Wing. Estimated arrival time: 11:00 AM. Please note that we will not stop  
       West of Prescott this year to pick anyone up, as we used to, because we will take a different route. If  
       somehow you become detached from our caravan (this has happened before!) or come to Red Wing  
       from a different direction, Norton’s address is: 

 

Norton's Downtown & Lucky Cat Lounge  
 307 Main Street - Red Wing, MN - 55066 - Tel.: 651-388-2711 

 
 Brunch will be à la carte. FYI, the menu also offers 'half orders' for smaller appetites.  We suggest 
you add an 18% gratuity to your check, a typical tip for a group of our size. Since an art fair is going on that 
weekend in Red Wing, owner Greg Norton would like a count from us a few days before. So please 
R.S.V.P. by calling us at 952-546-9244 or e-mail us at john.drewitz@searsimports.com or at 
jdrewitz@gmail.com by OCTOBER 4th to join us for this great event! 
      
     See you there!  
       
           John & Maureen Drewitz 

Here is the program: 
 
· 9:30 AM - Meet at Starbucks, at the inter-

section of Lyndale Avenue South & 77th 
Street West in Richfield (Just one block 
North of I494 & Lyndale Avenue South.  

      The address is 7610 Lyndale Ave. So. in  
      Richfield). Park on the plaza on the West  
      side of the coffee shop. 

John Drewitz  



This is all the news these days, but 
years ago I drove a car where the accel-
erator would stick down every time it was 
pressed tight to the floor.  As a matter of 
course, I would just shut off the ignition, 
shift to neutral, stop and fix it, no thought 
or drama.  Other people have not been so 
lucky.  There are two types of problems:  
A vehicle malfunction, or an operator 
malfunction.  

In the operator malfunction, the driver 
steps on the accelerator instead of the 
brake.  Typical of this is it happening in 
the first movement from getting in the car, 
and often the driver is impaired by age, 
alcohol, drugs, or some combination, and 
the accident sequence lasts less than 5 
seconds.  The car suddenly zooms into 
something like a store.  If this had hap-
pened going down the highway, where 
there is more time before impact, some-
one stepping on the gas thinking it is the 
brake would likely lift their foot and reap-
ply the brake.  At that point, the car would 
slow abruptly, then speed up again, and 
the mistake discovered.  Some cars have 
a pedal layout conducive to this accident.  
But it would be unlikely to happen to 
someone who uses their left foot to brake 
in an automatic transmission car (hint).

Where the vehicle is the problem, there are 
two varieties:  Mechanical and electronic.  
Not too hard to diagnose the mechanical, 
as it is almost always felt in pedal action, 
and repeatable.  The electronic problems 
may not be easy to diagnose or repeat, 
especially with the drive by wire systems.  
Who knows what the electronics are think-
ing, and why they might decide to take off 
with you?  Some find this a bit scary, but 
in fact, the fuel delivery has been drive by 
wire for decades, and no one gives it a 
thought.

There are other problems that can crop 
up when the car decides to go for a fast 
ride.  Most all cars have vacuum assisted 
brakes.  If the engine is at full throttle, 
there is no vacuum to assist, other than 

the 2 applications or so that is in an ac-
cumulator.  When this is depleted, there is 
still braking available, but it will require so 
much more effort that many people mis-
takenly think that the brakes don’t work 
at all, especially those cars with the very 
light touch brakes.  

A weaker person will not have the 
strength to make an effective application. 
Riding the brake to hold down the speed 
instead of making the quickest possible 
stop will overheat the brakes, then there 
is no brake available.   Similarly, if for 
some reason the engine stops, there will 
be no power steering assistance, and a 
weaker person driving a heavier car might 
not have the strength to make a sharp 
corner.  

If there is a hard crash, a good investiga-
tor should be able to see if the brakes 
were being applied by seeing stretching 
of the brake light filaments.  If the brakes 
were overheated by trying to just hold 
the speed down, this should appear as 
scorched pads and rotors.

What to do if your car wants to take a fast 
drive against your wishes:  Take quick and 
decisive action:   Brake hard to a quick 
stop with one application, push the clutch 
(if equipped), shift to neutral, pull off and 

Tech Files

stop, then shut off ignition.  I usually shut 
of the ignition first, but don’t recommend 
it, as some folks may not be able to stop 
the practiced move of continuing to the 
point of locking the steering wheel; not 
a good thing if you are moving.  Hard to 
imagine the above not working, but some 
fancy cars guard against the danger of 
shutting off the engine or going into neu-
tral while in motion to prevent the above 
mentioned loss of braking and steering 
assist.  

So if all else fails, scrub off some speed 
by sideswiping a guard rail, or do some 
momentum transfer by rear ending 
something going a bit slower than you.  It 
would be much better to run into the back 
of a truck going 60 when you are doing 80 
than to hit a tree at 80, or letting the speed 
climb higher.

Superb Motoring,
John Elliott

Unintended Acceleration 

By John Elliott

Audi in the 80s, Toyota today.

Bum rap or real problem?



Jim Walrath & Dave Tobin

Event Report:

Photos and story by

 Scavenger RallyVino in the Valley

On a beautiful, warm, muggy day Au-
gust 8th members of the Twin Cities 
Section inaugurated the Scavenger 
Rally!  

The headquarters were at Vino in 
the Valley, Maiden Rock, WI in a very 
pretty setting in Western Wisconsin, 
itself worthy of a destination drive.  
The Rally is a low competition rally to 
several nearby businesses to check 
out the business and its products.  
Stops were made at the Crazy Cat 
Candy Shoppe (Stockholm, owned 
by member participants Ryan Pool 
and Deb Albardo), Nelson Cheese 
Factory (Nelson), Dockside Mercan-
tile (Pepin), and Maiden Rock Win-
ery and Cidery (on the bluff above 
Stockholm).  

At each location the Ralleyers ob-
tained verification of their stop, with 
all four verifications giving partici-
pants eligibility for a prizes drawing.  
Lunch was a salad bar and delicious 
brick oven pizza made on site.  Ken 
Arneson and Julie Winger, Host and 
Hostess, arranged this to be a very 
special event, and the consensus 
was that it was a great time! -J.W.

(team effort on this article)

The Vino in the Valley Pavillion and restaurant.

Ken Arneson and Julie Winger, Host and Hostess of the event, already having fun!



 I attended and participated in 
a very casual scavenger rally that the 
Twin Cities Section of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America put on Sunday, 
August 8th. I was teamed up with club 
member and REAL car guy, Warren 
Rauch for the event. The summary of 
the event below was put together by 
Jim Walrath, one of our Twin City Sec-
tion members who lives over the bor-
der in Wisconsin. So I’ll leave most of 
the explanation of the event to him… 
it’s really just an excuse to get out and 
go for a drive in the country, whether 
you’ve got an old sedan, SL roadster 
or newer, more modern Mercedes-
Benz vehicle. As usual, good cars, 
good fun,  good people.

Thanks really must go to the organiz-
ers of the event, Ken Arneson and Ju-
lie Winger. It takes two champions like 
this to decide on a fun event and go 

about setting everything up, scouting 
the course to be driven, talking to the 
business owners where the rallyers 
will stop. They did a fantastic job and 
put together a fun event in a beautiful 
setting that everyone enjoyed.

While Warren and I drove along the 
very scenic “County Road A” (speed 
limit 25 mph) we lamented at the low 
speed of the affair and that it might 
have been a bit more exciting if we 
were doing 140 mph in a Mercedes-
Benz SLR… but we settled in for a 
fun afternoon drive never the less, 
At least we could dream that I was 
Sterling Moss and he was Ab Jenkins. 
Warren and I talked cars pretty much 
the whole time. We’d crane our necks 
if there was something interesting 
parked next to a farm house and tell a 
story about how we “knew a guy with 
one of those” years ago, or in Warren’s 

case, how he probably owned “one of 
those” at some point.

It was a fun day to take in a couple of 
wineries, a candy store, and a cheese 
factory while cruising in a 25 year old 
S class that’s just as comfortable to-
day as it was in the mid 1980s, thank 
goodness the A/C was ice cold, we 
had it cranked all day.

There was a lot of talk about another 
“Vino in the Valley Rally” next year, 
there are plenty of other winding coun-
try roads to explore over that way,I 
hope we have an even bigger turn out 
next year. - D.T.

Clockwise from front left: Kara Arne, Dave Tobin, Warren Rauch, Deb Albardo, Ga-
briele Dellanave, Dale Werth (mostly hidden) Susan Roherer, Ken Arneson, Julie 
Winger, Cindy Wright, Ryan Pool, Jim Walrath, Mary Walrath, Ursula Lamprecht, 
Rudi Lamprecht, Dave Bortner

Ken and Julie in front of the Stockolm, WI post office.

The candy counter at “The Crazy Cat”, 
Stockholm, WI.

Dave Bortner’s imposing 450 SEL 6.9 in 
front of Dockside Mercantile, Peppin, WI.

Warren Rauch prepares for departure from 
the Maiden Rock Winery in Tobin’s 420 SEL.



Event Report:

Dave Tobin
Photos and story by

 While the New London to New 
Brighton Antique Car Run is not a Mer-
cedes-Benz Club sanctioned event, and 
I don’t even think there was a single 
Mercedes-Benz in the field, it is an event 
that a lot of club members seem to enjoy 
attending year after year. Mercedes-Benz 
Club member John Elliott participates in 
this very interesting auto event, open to 
all vehicles from 1908 or earlier, or any 1 
or 2 cylinder vehicles up to 1915, the New 
London to New Brighton Antique Car Run 
is the largest event of its kind in the Coun-
try. 

 The town of Kingston, MN rolls out the 
red carpet for event participants and 
spectators with several large tents, picnic 
tables and a lunch of pulled pork sand-
wiches and fresh corn on the cob, and I 
mean freah, it was picked the morning of 
the event and the farmer himself was pre-
paring it for participants and spectators. 
When I pulled into the Kingston church 
parking lot I quickly spotted several Mer-
cedes-Benz club members I recognized 
and for the next few hours kept bumping 
into other club friends.

I saw Dick and Verna Lind, Paul and Chris 
Bergquist, Bernice Hill, and Bruce Kelly 
a little later on in the afternoon. Access 
to the cars is amazing. They stop in the 
middle of the street, two by two, and you 
can just walk through them all, talking to 
the owners and drivers, many of whom 
come in from hundreds, even thousands 
of miles away to participate in the even.

Maybe next year Mercedes-Benz club 
members could get organized and drive 
in a convoy of Mercedes all together from 
one central point in the twin cities. Until 
then.. here are a few photos of some of 
the participating cars.

“Northern Star” Tech Files Guru, John Elliott with his 1912 Maxwell Messenger. 

Dick Lind inspects a Franklin.



DIRECTIONS:
To Al and Alma’s Home Port from the East Via Interstate 394
(Downtown Areas) - This is the Fastest and Easiest route from the East!
1)  Follow I-394 From Downtown or From I-494 Loop (I-394 is also called Hwy 12 west of the I-494 Loop)
2) Exit on County Road 15 West (make sure not to exit earlier on County road 15 east as they are not the same!)
3) Follow County Road 15 West (also called Shoreline Drive) around the lake approx 5.7 miles to the Intersections of County Rd 15 (also called Shoreline 
Drive) and County Rd 19 (also called Shadywood Rd)
4) PROCEED STRAIGHT through intersection on County Rd 15 West (also called Shoreline Drive) Proceed Approx 9/10 Mile to Sunset Drive.
5) PROCEED STRAIGHT through light at Sunset Drive to Next intersection County Rd 125 (also called Interlachen Blvd)
6) Turn LEFT (South) onto County Rd 125 (also called Interlachen Blvd) and proceed 6/10 Mile to a “Y” Intersection.
7) Stay LEFT at the intersection at top of the hill passing a local service station called Island Park Skelly. The road is now called Tuxedo Blvd.
8) Proceed on Tuxedo Blvd 1.4 Miles through a residential area to Al and Alma’s. Watch for parking attendants on the left side of the street to direct you.
  
To Al and Alma’s Home Port From State Highway 7
(Waconia, Hutchinson, Montevideo Areas)
1) State Highway 7 East to County Road 44
2) -Turn LEFT on County Rd 44 North, follow approx. 2.5 miles to County Road 110 (also called Bartlett Blvd)
3) -Turn RIGHT on County Rd 110 (also called Bartlett Blvd), proceed approx 7/10 mile to County Road 125 (continuation of Bartlett Blvd)
4) Turn RIGHT on County Rd 125 (continuation of Bartlett Blvd), proceed approx 6/10 mile to 4-way Stop.
5) Turn RIGHT at 4-way stop onto 125 (now called Wilshire Blvd), proceed approx 3/10 mile just over bridge.
6) Turn RIGHT immediately after Cooks Bay Bridge onto Brighton Blvd, proceed 5/10 mile through residential area to stop sign at Tuxedo Blvd.
7) Turn RIGHT onto Tuxedo Blvd. proceed approx 3/10 mile to Al and Alma’s Restaurant and Charters and watch for parking staff on left.

*Al & Alma’s does NOT Recommend Using Mapqwest.com or other online services for directions as they will not provide you with the best routes!

Holiday Party!NEW

Welcome to Al & Alma’s Supper Club
for the new MBCA-TC Holiday Party!

Saturday, December 4, 2010
cocktails at 6:00, dinner at 7:00pm
at Al & Alma’s Supper Club in Mound, MN

# *All reservations and payments must be received by November 19, 2010*

Yes! I / We would like to attend the Mercedes-Benz Club of America - Twin Cities Section Holiday Party 2010 at Al & Alma’s Supper 
Club in Mound, MN on Saturday, December 4, 2010. Cost is $25 per person which includes dinner (tax and tip included).
Please list name of each attendee: 

Attendee Names: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mark how many of each entreé: _______ 8 oz. Grilled Sirloin  (each entreé served with Island Vinagrette
    _______ Camp-Style Walleye  salad and Al & Alma’s Signature Brown Potatoes)
     _______ Chicken Marsala  CASH BAR

Total $ Amount Enclosed ($25 per person):_____________

Mail this Reservation form with payment to: Dave Bortner, 6695 Halsted Ave., Mound, MN 55364
Make checks payable to: “MBCA-Twin City Section”

CUT OUT AND ENCLOSE IN ENVELOPE

Your choice of entreé:
 1) 8 oz. grilled sirloin  2) Camp-Style Walleye  3) Chicken Marsala
Each entreé served with Island Vinagrette Salad and Al & Alma’s Signature Brown Potatoes
COST: $25 per person (includes  tax and tip)  + CASH BAR



Sterling Moss and Dennis Jenkinson 
we’re not, but Warren’s driving and my 
navigating, along with straightforward 
route instructions, a fun group of people 
and a wide range of vintage and modern 
cars made the “Kettle Call Rally” around 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin on Saturday, 
September 11th a fun and memorable 
event. Despite the drizzle, some stop and 
go due to a downed power line and pro-
pane leak, everyone persevered and had 
a good time.

About a week before the event, my new 
friend and previous rally navigator, (see 
Vino in the Valley article in this issue) 
Warren Rauch, called me and asked if I 
was interested in going to Elkhart Lake, 
WI to participate in a rally he was planning 
to attend, he would drive, I would be his 
navigator. 

I had been kicking around the idea of 
heading to Elkhart Lake, to Road Amer-
ica, for the Vintage Sportscar Driver’s 
Association Fall Vintage Festival and 
Races as I have in years past, to work at 
the track with my SCCA buddies on the 
race grid. I felt a little guilty leaving them 
slightly short handed on the grid at the 
track while I drove around the beautiful 

back roads around the Kettle Moraine re-
gion of Wisconsin, but not guilty enough 
to keep me from going.

Warren didn’t opt to take a potentially 
‘fancier’ Mercedes-Benz or any of the 
other cars he could have loaded up 
for the trip to Elkhart Lake. He decided 
to take his newest acquisition… a big, 
stylish, rather Mafioso looking, 1978 Mer-
cedes-Benz 450 SEL 6.9 liter sedan that 
he picked up on eBay about two weeks 
before this event. The almost 6 hour drive 
from Minneapolis to Elkhart Lake is a 
heck of a shakedown run for a car, but it 
made it just fine.

Reunited with the ex-
Brooks Stevens XK 120
I had driven down Friday night on my own 
and camped overnight. I got to Siebken’s, 
the meeting point and location of the 
driver’s meeting for the rally in downtown 
Elkhart Lake, fairly early. I thought I recog-
nized a car under a cover in the drizzle, a 
unique black and white two tone Jaguar 
XK 120. I thought, “Naaa, why would 
that car be here?”I thought it was the 
ex-Brooks Stevens XK 120 that partici-
pated in some of the very earliest races in 
Elkhart Lake almost 60 years ago.

 I walked into the breakfast at Siebken’s 
and saw a woman talking to someone 
about that car, looking through a  photo 
album with photos of the car, in period, 
racing. I approached this lady and asked 
“Did someone bring that car here today? 
From Kansas?”

“Yes, yes, I think he is from Kansas, Mr. 
Morrison brought it” she finished, and just 
as she said that who came through the 
door, but Roger Morrison. I introduced 
myself to him, as I hadn’t seen him for 
several years and thanked him for bringing 
the car out. He greeted me with his wide 
smile and very deep voice. “Well, hello, 
how’s your father, and your mother?” We 
exchanged pleasantries and speculated 
on the weather and the rally and settled 
in for some breakfast. How exciting to see 
this car again, and to think, it was to be 
running in the same rally!

I had last seen that car while visiting 
Roger’s eclectic and very cool car col-
lection in Salina, Kansas while visiting my 
folks several years ago. My dad, another 
long time car guy, knows Roger and when 
I visited Kansas my father arranged a visit 
to Roger’s collection. 

“Kettle Call” Rally
2010Elkhart Lake, WI

6.9 Liter Mercedes-Benz carries Rauch and Tobin through “Kettle Call Rally” at Elkhart Lake with speed and style.

Dave Tobin
Photos and story by



Roger is a consummate ‘car guy’ and one 
of the very nicest I’ve met. Always very 
welcoming and interested in people inter-
ested in cars, always gracious, always a 
gentleman. It was that Jag that really did 
something to me that day while visiting his 
collection. Of course XK 120s are beauti-
ful cars, but this one had significant early 
SCCA history, Elkhart Lake history, I feel 
quite a connection to Elkhart Lake, so the 
car just spoke to me… I sat in the driver’s 
seat and this photo was taken. Some ver-
sion of this photo has been on a bulletin in 
my house, in some form, ever since.:

Despite the  rain, Roger brought the car 
out and really put it through its paces 
during the Kettle Call Rally, you’ve got to 
respect a guy who isn’t afraid to use these 
cars as they were intended to be used, 
that’s what all the guys at Elkhart Lake 
and Road America are about really… it’s 
why these events exist in the first place.

In Good Company
Warren and I met up at Siebken’s and had 
a couple of cups of coffee and something 
to eat, met some of the other rally partici-
pants. Folks from Wisconsin and Chicago 
mostly. 

Some were driving Jags, a couple of E 
types, there were scads of Porsches, 
as always at any real sports car event… 
mostly modern 911s, but a couple of 
more vintage 911s as well, a 355 Ferrari, 
a 512BB, an Alfa Duetto Spider, another 
Jaguar XK 120, a couple of Corvettes, I 
could go on and on. One of the coolest 
cars was a 1953 Ferrari 166MM, it was the 
first car to tear off from the starting line 
and did so in glorious 12 Cylinder Fer-
rari fashion, leaving smoke and a watery 
rooster tail in its wake on the wet street, 
there was no foul weather gear for that 
car, an 8? tall windshield and no top!

(Left) Sitting in the ex-Brooks Stevens XK 120 Salina, KS, Decemer 2003. (Right) Morrison goes to the front of the rally line in the same car, rain or shine. 

The Rally
We took off at 30 second intervals to be-
gin the 75 mile or so route that made a 
rough figure eight pattern using the town 
of Elkhart Lake as the center point more 
or less. The route was really great, excel-
lent roads for British sports cars from the 
fifties and sixties, narrow, tight turns, with 

speed limits of between 35 and 55. We 
went around a few corners, blind, that had 
speed limit signs of 45mph on them… 
which seemed way too fast for us. A piece 
of large farm machinery could be behind 
the next blind curve and that would be the 
end of you if you were in a TR3 or some-
thing like that. You might be okay in a big 
6.9 Mercedes-Benz… but we didn’t want 
to push our luck.

We came around one corner only to find a 
bunch of our rally participants pulled off to 
the side of the road and a local fire truck 
blocking the route. There had been a pro-
pane leak apparently so they re-routed us 
to the next point on our route instructions 
where everyone zeroed their odometers 
to essentially ‘start over’ in terms of mile-
age. No matter, I don’t think anyone was 
real competitive about the whole thing, it 
was much more of an excuse to drive fun 
cars and socialize, like any good vintage 
rally.

Once we all made it to the finish line back 
at Siebken’s, where we started some of 
the cars were parked on the lawn of the 
Osthoff resort for an afternoon car show 

Down the line: 1953 Ferrari 166 MM, Alfa 
Romeo Duetto, Jaguar XK 120.

The group is delayed by a propane leak.



where American racing legend and all 
round amazing guy, John Fitch, was on 
hand, looking at cars and telling stories. 
What a thrill to see him. We should all be 
so lucky at 93 years old!

We sat down to lunch and enjoyed each 
other’s company for a while longer. When 
we were done Warren and I headed to 
the race track where I worked the grid for 
the rest of the afternoon and he walked 
around soaking up all the cool vintage 
cars rolling about. The VSCDA Fall Fes-
tival is always the last vintage event for 
the year at Road America, so it’s always 
bitter sweet. My vintage racing thirst will 
be quenched next Spring when the SVRA 
spring event in May is held again at Road 
America.

I hope we can do the Kettle Call Rally 
again next year… what will we drive? I 
guess we have plenty of time to figure 
that out.

John Fitch: Race driver, automotive safety 
pioneer, WWII veteran. He flew P-51 Mus-
tangs and was one of few pilots to have 
shot down an ME-262 jet fighter while in 
flight during the last months of the war 
“Just luck really” according to Fitch. Large and in charge: the Rauch / Tobin 6.9.

Vintage? Well, it’s got to race somewhere!

Original Bugatti Grand Prix Cars.

Mid 80s vintage Groupp 44 Jaguar.

Warren prepares to carry on after a man-
datory “pit stop” during the rally.

Racing action at Road America later in the 
afternoon Saturday and Sunday:

Post-Rally Concours on the lawn at the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake:

Porsche 356 & Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint.  Allard & C Type Jaguar
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Small Dings got you down? 
Call the “Dentman” !!! 

 

Juergen’s Dent Kraft 

The Original Paintless Dentman  
 

FAST, INEXPENSIVE DENT REMOVAL & HAIL DAMAGE REPAIR  
WITHOUT EVEN VISITING A BODY SHOP !  

 

Visit us @ http://www.juergensdentkraft.com 

 

Juergen's Dent Kraft, Inc. 
 
Located in the  
 
Collision Center Building 
900 Florida Avenue 
Golden Valley MN 55426 
Phone: 952.472.5100 

Meister Juergen Holzer, Owner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mailing address: 
 
555 Clarence Avenue 
Minnetrista MN 55364 
USA 

 

http://www.juergensdentkraft.com 

                  TWIN CITY TIRE 
                        & AUTO SERVICE 
Jim Miller 
Jeb Miller 

 

952-888-8880 
 

8653 Lyndale Av. South 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

                     Ron Newton 
               Bill Macy 

 

952-829-8000 
 

12480 Plaza Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 

FAX: 952-703-8949 
WWW.TWINCITYTIRE.COM 

Jim Miller 
Ray Garver 

12479 Plaza Drive 
55344 

President
Dave Bortner   ………..………...…612-590-5110

Vice-President
Jim Walwrath  ……………….........715-723-8844

Secretary 
Dave Runkle……..……….………..952-471-7578

Treasurer
       Warren Rauch …………...……….612-729-1812
2010 Directors
      Dave Bortner  thru 2010)…..….…..612-590-5110
      Jim Walwrath (thru 2010)…..….…..715-723-8844
      Warren Rauch (thru 2011)…….…..612-729-1812
      Jim Hughes (thru 2010)……….......952-436-8073
      Dave Tobin (thru 2011).………..….651-216-1265

Mark Flaten (thru 2010)........….….763-476-1612
      Patti Wendling (thru 2012)…...……612-385-4138
      Scott Hegstrand (thru 2012)...…….612-619-8615
New Member Welcoming 

Dave Tobin ………………………...651-216-1265
Laurie Stone………………………..612-619-8615

Membership Roster Keeper
 Dave Runkle………………………..952-471-7578
Events Coordinators

Chris & Paul Bergquist…………....952-937-1822
Technical Events Coordinator

John Marquardt…………………....952-470-5720
Driving Event Coordinator

John Olson………………………....612-377-0155
AMG Enthusiasts Group

 John Marquardt…………………...952-470-5720

Advisors
      Restoration Bruce Kelly………....612-724-1399

 Mechanical Ken Chevrette…..….651-503-4061
 Auto Body Mike Wells………..….952-546-5301

Newsletter Editor
 Dave Tobin……………………651-216-1265

“The Star” Correspondent
 Jim Walwrath………………...……715-723-8844

Technical Editor
 John Elliott……………………..… 952-941-4040

Club Photographers
Lloyd Hubbard………………….….952-474-7385
Rudy Lamprecht…………………...651-484-7451
Louis Wendling…………………….612-386-1051

Webmaster
      John Marquardt…….………………952-470-5720
Display Advertising
       Dave Bortner……………………….612-590-5110
Lion’s Tap Info
      John Elliott………….…..……...…...952-941-4040
Croissant Club Info

Ursula Lamprecht………………….651-484-7451
Pagoda W-113 Enthusiasts Group

Ken Garelick………………………..651-452-2807
M-100 Liaison

Ron Liddiard………………………..952-445-5576
Technical Advisers

 Wynne Anderson………………….952-949-2277
          (World Auto Repair & World Imports, Inc.)

 Steve Frankwitz…………………...952-929-7440
   (Kevin Kees Auto Service & Sales)
 Doug Cunningham………………..952-546-5301
   (Sears Imported Autos)
 Werner Huber……………………..763-546-2586
   (Huber’s Imported Car Service)
 Bruce Bigalke……………………..651-483-2681
   (Maplewood Imports)

Officers & Coordinators
M-B Dealer Liaisons

Feldmann Imports
             Dave Tobin (Dealer)…………952-567-2188

        Dick Lind (Club)...…...……....952-832-5131
Maplewood Imports

             George Andeweg (Dealer)….651-483-2681
        Ursula Lamprecht (Club)..…..651-484-7451
Sear’s Imported Autos

              John Drewitz (Dealer)…….....952-546-5301
        Paul Bergquist (Club)……….952-937-1822

Regional Director - Midwest Region
 Bill Denton…………………………630-655-0239

Past Section Presidents
 Mark Flaten………………………..2007 - 2009

       Louis Wendling…………………...2000 - 2007
       Paul Bergquist…………………....1993 - 2000

 Milt Borgen………………………..1991 - 1993
 Bob Nienkerk……………………..1984 - 1991
 Ralph Engelking………………….1980 - 1984

Phyllis A. Galberth Age 61, 
of Lakeville, died on Sep-
tember 20, 2010 as a result 
of a stroke. Originally from 
Chicago. She was active 
in the Twin Cities Vintage 
Foreign Car Community 
for many years. Was the 

chairperson of the Intermarque Council of 
Vintage Foreign Motor Vehicles and editor 
of Intermarque Monthly newsletter. Left 
to mourn her passing: husband, Keith 
Galberth; two sons, Brian and Philip Gal-
berth; one daughter, Stephanie Galberth; 
one sister, JoAnne Laster, Chicago, IL; 
father-in-law, Harvey Galberth, Mpls., MN; 
mother-in-law, Helen Galberth, Fairburn, 
GA; two brothers-in-law, Ronald Galberth, 
Fairburn, GA and Harvey Galberth (Amy), 
Stoughton, WI; two sisters-in-law, Linda 
Willis (Nick), Avondale, AZ and Carol 
Myers (Keith), Chicago, IL; and a host of 
relatives and friends.

Obituary

(Originally published in Star Tribune on 
September 22, 2010)
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The Mercedes-Benz Club of America Twin Cities Section
and the

Nord Stern Region of the Porsche Club of America
invite you to their annual lunch and matinée outing to the Old Log Theater. This year we will be enjoying a performance of 

#

“A splendid new comedy by Margaret Raether”

Jeeves In Bloom follows the uproarious 
mishaps and misadventures of the love-
able, loopy Bertie Wooster, who manages 
time and again to put himself in socially 
precarious situations, only to be rescued 
by his brainy butler, Jeeves. Now Bertie 
fi nds himself dodging romantic entangle-
ments with a starry-eyed young woman, 
eluding an enraged chef wielding a meat 
cleaver, and begrudgingly helping his 
Aunt Dahlia to commit a burglary. Thank 
heaven Jeeves is there to save the day.

Based on the writings of best selling 
author P. G. Wodehouse, Jeeves In Bloom 
is great fun and will feature Old Log 
favorites James Cada, Sally Ann Wright 
and Steve Shaffer. 

The outing consists of good cars, food, friends, and laughter (not necesar-
ily in that order). We will meet at the Old Log Theater for lunch and then 
stay to watch the matinee.

The lobby and bar at the Old Log Theater open at 11:30am. Luncheon 
seating begins at 12:00pm, luncheon is served at 12:30pm. The show 
begins promptly at 2:00pm.

You have a choice of one of five main course entrées for lunch: Roast 
Crown Pork, Crispy Southern Style Country Baked Chicken, Braised Bone-
less Beef Short Ribs, Walleye Pike Almandine or Grilled Vegetable Stuffed 
Ravioli (vegetarian). All meals include: Mixed Green Salad & House Dress-
ing, Potatoes O’Brian, Vegetables, French Bread & Butter, Dessert:
Apple Crisp, Beverage: Coffee, Tea or Milk.

Please make your meal selection on the reservation form below. Each reserva-
tion is $37.50 per person which includes lunch and your ticket to the show.

Please send reservation form (below) and payment to your events hosts 
(MBCA club members) John Elliot & Beth Kraus, 5904 Lee Valley Road, 
Edina, MN 55439. Their phone number is (952) 829-5142 if you have ques-
tions. Make checks payable to: “MBCA-Twin City Section

*All reservations and payment must be received by October 27, 2010*

Sunday, November 14, 2010
Lunch @ 12:30pm, Performance @ 2:00pm

If you need to run directions use:
Old Log Theater
5185 Meadville Street
Greenwood, MN 55331
Box office Ph: (952) 474-5951

Yes! I / We would like to attend the Mercedes-Benz Club / Porsche Club Old Log Theater outing! Cost is $37.50 per person.
Please list name of each attendee, Check one main entrée selection per person:

Attendee#1 Name: ________________________________  Attendee#2 Name:________________________________
Roast Crown Pork    ______  Roast Crown Pork    ______
Crispy Southern Style Baked Chicken  ______  Crispy Southern Style Baked Chicken  ______
Braised Boneless Beef Short Ribs  ______  Braised Boneless Beef Short Ribs  ______
Walleye Pike Almandine   ______  Walleye Pike Almandine   ______
Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli  ______  Grilled Vegetable Stuffed Ravioli  ______

Total $ Amount Enclosed:_____________

Mail this Reservation form with payment to: John Elliot & Beth Kraus, 5904 Lee Valley Road, Edina, MN 55439
Make checks payable to: “MBCA-Twin City Section”

CUT OUT AND ENCLOSE IN ENVELOPE

“Jeeves In Bloom”



Northern Star Classifieds

OEM Timing Chain for 380 SL new in 
box. Keep a spare single timing chain 
on hand, as these are no longer avail-
able from Mercedes Benz. $75.00.
Paul Bergquist - 952-937-1822

Put your car in front of hundreds of dedicated Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts! 
Classified ads for cars, parts and accessories in the Northern Star are FREE to MBCA-TC members. Non member ads cost $45, 
but with that ad you get a one year club membership.
 
Please submit classfied ads for inclusion in the Northern Star by placing your ad copy in the body of an email, no Word docs or 
text attachments please, just a simple email. Attach photos in “JPEG” format to the email. Photos must be 300dpi. An original 
file from your digital camera 1Mb or larger is sufficient. Your ad will appear as you write it, however ads may be edited for space 
and content as necessary. Please include your membership number with your ad. 

Submit ad copy and photo to Dave Tobin via email: dave@daveknowscars.com Questions? Call Dave at (651) 216-1265  

1972 Mercedes-Benz 450 SL, parts car. 
This was a very nice car that had an en-
gine fire. It has a mint dark blue interior 
and dark blue soft top. Also has the hard 
top, 14” alloy wheels, small Euro bum-
pers. Chassis parts should all be okay, 
but I don’t know if water got in the motor. 
No title: it was turned into the DMV as 
junk. Located North of Minneapolis, price 
is $1,200. Call Warren Rauch (612) 729-
1812 or Mike Cornell at (612) 369-5900.   

2007 Mercedes-Benz E320 BlueTEC, 
Wheel and tire package. Extra set of  four 
(4) wheels with mounted Michelin tires, 
came off my 2007 E class diesel. Tires 
have only been between dealer and my 
home, total of 41 miles on them. Origi-
nal stock Mercedes-Benz 16” wheels. 
Wheels and tires are in perfect condition. 
$800 for the set. Call Jamie Jensen: (952) 
944-2873

WANTED to Buy! Set of R129 Wheels 
For this 1996 R129 SL, ideally this 
pattern / style, but I’ll consider any-
thing OEM. They don’t need to be 
fancy. Believe it or not, they will 
be employed for snow tire duty.
Call Dave Tobin (651) 216-1265 or email 
dave@daveknowscars.com 

Got something Mercedes-Benz related to sell?

Looking for something and can’t find it?

Try a “Northern Star” classified ad

Always FREE for members!



OCTOBER
2 - Saturday: Cars & Café

6 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

10 - Sunday:Fall Color Tour & Lunch 
The Norton’s Restaurant, Red Wing, MN
Additional Info Contact: John & Maureen 
Drewitz Ph: (612) 242-6881 

15 - Friday: Croissant Club

23 - Saturday: - MBCA-TC Annual Meet-
ing at Gasthof Zur Gemutlichkeit
2300 University Avenue NE, Minneapolis. 
Ph:(612) 781-3860
Additional Info Contact: Dave Bortner 
Ph: (612) 590-5110  

NOVEMBER
3 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

14 - Sunday: Old Log Theater
A club afternoon out at the theater! 
Lunch and matineé. (see Event Annouce-
ment in this issue!)
Additional Info Contact: John Elliott
Ph: (952) 941-4040

17 - Wednesday: 
Board of Directors Meeting 6:00pm
Timberlodge Steakhouse, St. Louis Park

19 - Friday: Croissant Club

DECEMBER
1 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

4 - Saturday:Annual MBCA-TC Holiday 
Party at Al & Alma’s Minnetonka 
Additional Info Contact: Dave Bortner
Ph: (612) 590-5110 

17 - Friday: Croissant Club

Lion’s Tap
Burgers, beer, and Mercedes-Benz 
talk. Every first Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30pm
1618 Flying Cloud Drive
Eden Prairie - (952) 934-5299
Additional Info Contact:
John Elliott: (952) 941-4040
Email: jelliott@sicoinc.com

REGULAR EVENTS
Croissant Club
Lunch, coffee, pastries and Mercedes-
Benz talk. Every third Friday of the 
month from 11:00am-2:00pm
Patrick’s French Bakery Inside Bach-
man’s 6010 Lyndale Ave Minneapolis 
Ph:(612) 861-9277
Additional Info Contact:
Marilyn Nienkerk: (612) 866-6200 
Email: mnienkerk@worldnet.att.net

Cars & Café
Coffee, doughnuts and all sorts of 
sports, luxury and exotic cars, although 
not an official MB Club event, lots of 
fun. Every first Saturday of the month 
June - November 8:00am - 11:00am 
AutoMotorPlex 8200 Audobon Rd, 
Chanhassen
Additional Info Contact:
Bruno Silikowski: (612) 850-8398
Email:bsilikowski@automotorplex.com

JANUARY 2011
5 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

22 - Saturday: (tentative date) Tech Event 
- Feldmann Imports Mercedes-Benz 
Bloomington. Details to follow

26 - Wednesday: Board of Directors 
Meeting 6:00pm Location TBA

FEBRUARY
2 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

13 - Sunday: Valentine’s Day Brunch 
- Lord Fletcher’s - Lake Minnetonka
Additional Info Contact: Ph: (612) 242-
6881 

18 - Friday: Croissant Club

MARCH
2 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

18 - Friday: Croissant Club

19 - Saturday: Member Appreciation Pot 
Luck (location needed)

23 - Wednesday: Board of Directors 
Meeting 6:00pm Location TBA

Do you have an idea...
for a Mercedes-Benz Club event?

We’re always looking for new 
ideas and new destinations to 
drive to in our Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles.

Do you know of a scenic road with 
a fun restaurant at the end of it 
where we could all have lunch on 
a Saturday afternoon?

Contact Paul Bergquist: (952) 937-1822

“When you’re in a Mercedes-
Benz, getting there really is 

half the fun!”
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