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952-546-5301         On 394 across from Target Ridgedale   www.searsimports.com 

Anyone can claim excellence. 

Only a handful can demonstrate it from generation to generation 

Indeed, as the oldest Mercedes-Benz dealership in the Upper Midwest and one of the few in the nation  
to consistently earn top marks in customer service, we are now serving the fourth generation of some of our customers,  

still providing the care and handling that these great cars deserve. 

We maintain the only truly full service dealership in this part of the country with the only authorized Mercedes-Benz body shop.
But, as with any company, it is our people, some with us now upward of 30 years,

who keep our customers coming back generation after generation. 

Come discover what excellence really means. 

Come experience the value of longevity at Sears Imported Autos.
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Now’s the time we wait for all year, 
the glorious “Mercedes Days” of 
summer! It’s time to get out and 
drive, enjoy the weather, the many 
events the club has to offer, and the 
camaraderie of doing it all with your 
fellow club members. 

With a 14 year old daughter, I’m 
forced to be an early adopter of new 
technologies. I’ve just recently started 
to learn about podcasts through my 
iPod, and there’s a really interesting 
Mercedes podcast, Mercedes.tv. I en-
courage all you iPod-sters out there 
to check it out. I’m also fumbling 

through a new Motorola DroidX, and 
finding all sorts of interesting auto-
motive apps available out there. Who 
could have imagined 10 years ago 
where technology would take us?

The same holds true for the advances 
in automotive technology. The above-
mentioned podcast had a segment on 
the new CL-class recently, explaining 
all the new tech included in this im-
pressive coupe series. More power, 
more efficiency, and more technolo-
gy. It’s interesting to note that engine 
displacements are decreasing again 
in light of environmental (green) 

Prez Release
Dave Bortner

They even finished work 
in time for Dave to place 
Third in the Mercedes-
Benz category at this 
year’s German Car Fest.

Welcome New Members!
NAME          FROM     CAR   
Ian Cooke     Alexandria, VA   ‘66 230 SL, ‘97 S320
Tracy Eberly    Minneapolis, MN  ´08 C350, ‘06 C280 
Don Reybolds    Prior Lake, MN  ´97 SL600
Scott Nyberg    Rochester, MN  ´11 SLS AMG

pressures, especially in Europe. The 
difference between today’s smaller 
displacement engines and those 
brought on by the fuel crises of the 
1970’s and 1980’s, though, is that 
today’s smaller engines are usually 
more powerful than the larger dis-
placement engines they replace. Who 
says performance is dead?

I look forward to seeing all of you at a 
club event soon!

Prez Release: Follow Up
You may remember last month’s Prez 
Release. Something about our friend 
Dave Bortner’s beloved ‘69 300 SEL 
6.3 getting crunched in a parking lot? 
Here are some photos of the repair 
work in progress courtesy of Sears’ 
Imports Bodyshop. 

F



Letter From the Editor

The Summer issue of “The Northern 
Star” shaped up fairly  quickly once 
all the content was collected. The 
‘finishing touches’ have taken longer 
than expected for me, mostly due to 
my wife and I moving from St. Paul to 
St. Louis Park this past month. There 
are still boxes sitting around and 
the garage is full of everything BUT 
our newly acquired from its original 
owner, 1986 420 SEL.

Included in this issue is coverage of 
this year’s German Car Fest, the big-
gest fully club sponsored car show 
of the year. The turn out was decent 
despite threatening weather.

We’ve got another Tech Files article 
from John Elliott this issue, and I 
must say, it’s guys like John Elliott 

Dave Tobin

that car club newsletter editors dream 
about. Before I’ve even started laying 
out the newsletter, a Tech Files article 
shows up via email.The national Mer-
cedes-Benz Club says that one of the 
greatest assets of the club and its 
local sections is the knowledge of its 
members, thank you John, for sharing 
some of yours in such engaging, and 
numerous, Tech Files columns!

Summer Road Trip: CALL FOR CONTENT! 
So, if John Elliott can do it 4+ times 
a year, couldn’t you do it just once? 
Did you take a weekend road trip in 
your Mercedes-Benz this Summer? 
Did you drive your Mercedes from 
Florida back to the Twin Cities for 
the Summer? Did all your stuff fit? 
Did you stop anywhere interesting on 
your way? We’re looking for Summer 
road trip articles from members for a 
new section of “The Northern Star”. 
What kind of Mercedes-Benz do you 
have? Why do you like it? Where have 
you driven it lately and what did you 
do? We’re not looking for a novel, just 

a little write up and a picture of your 
car or you and your car in front of who 
knows? That giant Paul Bunyan statue 
up north, the Continental Divide sign 
out west, Times Square? Where ever.

Classifieds
I’ve talked to a lot of people lately 
interested in thinning their vehicle 
herd. Sure, Craigslist is a good place 
to try to sell your car, but classifieds 
in “The Northern Star” are a great way 
to market your vehicle to a die hard 
group of Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts 
who understand the value of pay-
ing up for the right example of the 
car they’re looking for.Contact me if 
you’d like to place a classified, I’ll tell 
you what we need from you to make 
it happen.

I hope to see you at an event soon.

Dave Tobin
Ph: (651) 216-1265
Email: dave@daveknowscars.com



Louis to place
 Annual Meeting 

annoucement 

HERE 



Cost:  $10 per vehicle entered
+ $15 per person (includes gratuity)

(1 vehicle with 2 people = $40)
Non-drivers / Social only - $15 each.

Scavenger Rally!
Hosted By:  Ken Arneson and Julie Winger – Ellsworth, Wisconsin

Sponsored by the Twin Cities Section – Mercedes Benz Club of America

Vino in the Valley
Will be the Rally Headquarters

http://www.vinointhevalley.com/index.html

A U G U S T  8 ,  2 0 1 0  -  S U N D A Y

What Is It?
This is a fun driving rally event where 
each vehicle is driven to a location to 
"scavenge" authentication from that 
location.  The locations will be 4-5
cooperating businesses.  You will be 
given the locations, what you will 
receive from each location to verify 
your contact, Wisconsin map, a 
limited amount of time to plan and be 
sent on your way.  This is an un-timed 
event.  Those who have all their 
verifications are entered in a drawing. 
It is about having fun and driving the 
cars we enjoy.
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10:00 –Meet at Vino in the Valley
10:30 – First vehicles leave
1:00 PM – All vehicles should be
back and the food begins.

The menu is:
Pizza Buffet with side salad.
Beverage is not included in 

meal cost.
(Pizza is made onsite in a brick 

oven - very good!!)

Send Entries To: Ken Arneson
957 Kelly Rd, Ellsworth, WI 54011

651-815-5714  karneson@startech-comp.com

________________________________________(Tear off here )____________________________________
Entry deadline – July 25, 2010

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________
email: _________________________________________________________________________
Vehicle(s) Entering: ______________________________________________________________

Make Check Payable To: MBCA-TC  ($10 per vehicle entered + $15 per person)

RULES:  Minimum two people per car (safety), MBCA member, 
follow all applicable traffic laws.  May use a GPS.  Have Fun!!

EVENT WILL BE HELD RAIN OR SHINE

Formal Address of Vino in the Valley: W3826 450th Ave, Maiden Rock, WI 54750 



There is a lot in the news about qual-
ity and reliability these days.  Some 
have wondered how there could be 
such complete reversals in the quality 
of the brands.  One of the first things 
that come to mind is that things must 
have really gone sour at one of the 
companies.  Another thought is that 
the other company really got it to-
gether.  The real answer usually falls 
a bit in between.  Baring a totally new 
model, it is very hard for anything to 
change quickly, except for percep-
tions.  And the slide down is faster 
than the climb up.

Once there is a perceived drop in 
quality, then people are alerted, and 
then pick up on every little problem 
that they would have ignored other-
wise, and feel more like they should 
report it.  The compiled reports reflect 
this increased reporting, and it starts 
a downward spiral that feeds on it self.  
On the manufacturing side, flaws may 
not show up until many cars have 
been produced and are in the hands 
of the consumers.  It is then too late 
to keep the problem quiet.

Going the other way usually isn’t 
nearly as fast, because when a car is 
not breaking down, there is little mo-
tivation to report nothing happening.  
From a manufacturing point of view, it 
is unlikely that quality flaws only ex-
ist in a couple of parts or processes.  
More likely it is in several, and for 
these to be isolated, improved, and 
work their way through the system 
takes a bit of time.  Often it requires 
an attitude shift in the employees, 
something that also is not easy to 
achieve.  Someone rating the qual-
ity of a car can be reluctant to give it 
good marks, fearing that it may just 
be a fluke that nothing is wrong.

There is also a tendency to under re-
port problems with a car that you re-
ally like.  Just ask someone who owns 
a cult classic.  Nothing ever goes 
wrong, and they aren’t expecting 
problems soon because the engine 
and transmission have been recently 
replaced.

This being the case, one should not 
put too much stock in the ratings.  

Tech Files

Yes, it is a factor in the purchase of a 
car, but should not override all other 
factors.  A fellow I work for stated he 
bought a certain brand because it 
was at the top of the reliability rat-
ings.  The ratings have changed, but 
I’ll bet he doesn’t change brands.  
While reliability is often in the top few 
factors in the US, in Italy, for instance, 
it ranked 8th in a survey I looked at.

I don’t think that there is any doubt 
that cars have gotten better and bet-
ter over the years.  There is really less 
maintenance, and quite unusual that 
they would need a major overhaul be-
fore 120,000 miles.  They don’t make 
them like the used to, and it is a good 
thing too.

Superb Motoring,
John Elliott

Quality and Reliability 

Then Now

By John Elliott



If you’re interested in attending this event, Twin Cities Section Mercedes-Benz Club members should drive seperately 
to Kingston, MN, find a good parking place and meet up on Main Street to watch the cars and gather for lunch.

The antique cars participating in the run will begin to arrive at about 10:30am. There will be tents and vendors selling 
refreshments lining the street.

It’s best to get there early as there is always a great meal in Kingston. Pulled pork sandwiches, grilled corn on the 
cob, great Summer fare.

Kingston is a small town about 60 miles West of the Twin Cities along the North Fork of the Crow River.

Directions to Kingston: Take Highway 12 West just past Dassel. Take Highway 15 North to Kingston. Kingston is about 
8 miles North of Dassel.   

The New London to New Brighton Antique Car Run began in 1987 during New Brighton, Minnesota’s Centennial 
celebration to reinforce the city’s namesake ties to Brighton, England. It is patterned after the prestigious London 
to Brighton Veteran Car Run held annually in England. The English run celebrates the repeal of the “Red FLag” law 
in 1896. The law banned the first motorized vehicles from using the road unless a man carrying a red flag walked 
in front of the car. Over the years the 57 mile English Run has become one of the world’s largest spectator auto 
events, where 2 million people gather to watch the antique autos travel from London to Brighton celebrating motor-
ing freedom.   

The Minnesota Run is a 120 mile American version designed to showcase the beauty and endurance of very early 
automobiles. It travels from small, rural New London, through rolling Minnesota countryside making its way to sub-
urban New Brighton, Minnesota. Volunteers plan activities for drivers, passengers, and spectators as they pass 
through their communities. With the costumed drivers and gleaming vintage cars, this unique event promises “turn 
of the century” charm for at least one day.

Saturday, August 14, 2010

A casual outing with club members and A great excuse to take your Mercedes-Benz for a drive!

Event Histor y

For more info visit: www.antiquecarrun.org
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GERMAN AUTO-SHAU
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM – Cars on Display
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6th1

The German Car Fest celebrated its 
16th anniversary June 12th at Veter-
an’s Memorial Park in Shakopee with 
81 cars in attendance.  Despite threat-
ening skies, we had a great group of 
cars and owners together, at least for 
the early part of the day.  The weather 
forecast was for the rain to hold off 
until 2:00 pm or so.  The predictions 
were optimistic by a few hours, and 
the pavilion was put to good use in the 
early afternoon to tally the votes and 
award the winners.

The entry breakdown by brand was:  
36 Mercedes Benz, 17 BMW’s, 13 
Porsches, 9 Volkswagens, 2 Audis, 
and one car each representing Borg-
ward, Lloyd, and Opel (the first Opel 
ever at the German Car Fest).

We wish to thank the many volunteers 
that helped with set up, registration, 
awards, PA system, parking, etc.  
Also, we want to thank the vendors 
that came out, even though the weath-
er was looking somewhat ominous.

Participants were entertained by the 
Bavarian Musikmeister 30 piece band 
between 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM.  
They always make the German Car 
Fest feel very celebratory.

Marty Ziegler, owner of Deutschland 
Meats in Lindstrom, Minnesota, once 
again provided a big choice in food 
for this year’s event.  Brats, pork 
sandwiches, hot dogs, hamburgers, 
etc.  We always look forward to his 
participation in the German Car Fest.

FirstGear DIY Garage in Eden Prairie 
brought a couple of competition-
prepped BMWs to the show, along 

By Greg Thompson

Event Report:

with info about their garage operation, 
which features tools, lifts, space, and 
most importantly, heat, for the do-it-
yourselfers out there.

Jim Miller, from Twin City Tire, was on 
hand with a display of performance 
and winter tires.

Tom Walgren of Higgins Insurance 
Agency was there representing Hag-
gerty Insurance, specialists for col-
lector and vintage car insurance.
Michael Jekot was on hand with a dis-
play of stunning automotive fine art.

Phil Sutherland of the United Hospital 
Foundation showed a new Mercedes 
Benz GLK350 that will be given away 
at  the service to Humanity Gala at 
the St. Paul RiverCentre on Septem-
ber 25, 2010.  Raffle tickets are being 
sold for $100 each or 3 for $250, with 
proceeds to benefit the United Hos-
pital Foundation programs.  You can 
call 651-241-8022 for tickets or more 
information.

Finally, special thanks to Paul and 
Chris Bergquist for organizing this 
show for the 16th time!

The next German Car Fest will be 
held on Saturday, June 11, 2011 at 
Veteran’s Memorial Park, Shakopee, 
Minnesota.

Annual
German
Car Fest

Michael Gondek with his1958 Lloyd Alexander.A 500 SEC rolls through the show area.

Photos By Louis Wendling & Dave Tobin



MERCEDES-BENZ
3rd  Place Dave Bortner  1969 Mercedes 300SEL 6.3
2nd  Place Don & Fay Stephenson 1971 Mercedes 280SL
1st  Place Bernice Hill  1970 Mercedes 600SWB 

AUDI
3rd   Place NONE
2nd   Place Jan Lahtonen  1993  Audi S4
1st   Place Brian Christopherson 2004  Audi S4

BMW
3rd  Place Bruce Kraft 2003 BMW 540I m-Sport
2nd  Place Tom Crew 1984 BMW M6
1st  Place Rod Wolff 1987 BMW M6

PORSCHE  
3rd  Place Todd F. Smith 1996 Porsche 911
2nd  Place Corey Johnson 1963 Porsche 356B  2000GS
1st  Place Luis Fraguada,Sr.2004 Porsche 911 GT2

VOLKSWAGEN
3rd  Place Alfred Kill 1962 VW Beetle
2nd  Place Debra VanHyfte 1971 VW Super Beetle
1st  Place Jerry Coffin 1952 VW Beetle

RARE GERMAN MARQUES
3rd  Place Bob Nelson 1974 Opel Manta
2nd  Place Ron Engle 1960 Borgward Isabella
1st  Place Michael Gondek1958 Lloyd Alexander

BEST IN SHOW (PEOPLE’S CHOICE) highest votes overall
Luis Fraguada,Sr.2004 Porsche  911 GT2

CAR THAT CAME FURTHEST DISTANCE
Alfred Kill Benson, Minnesota

HIGHEST MILEAGE CAR
Ron Liddiard 1979 Mercedes 6.9 at 235,000 miles

OLDEST CAR IN AWARDS
Jerry Coffin 1952  VW Beetle

OLDEST CAR OVERALL
David Steingas 1951 Mercedes 220 Cabriolet

Award Winners
Bob Nelson’s 1974 Opel Manta.

Bernice Hill’s imposing 1970 600 SWB.

Ron Engle’s 1960 Borgward Isabella.



Jim Higgins and Tom Walgren discuss the pros and cons of underpowered fire trucks 
as related to potential fire insurance claims (Tom’s Porsche 911 SC in background).

As usual, a good turnout of very nicely kept cars from the Pagoda Group.

Greg Thompson’s 300 SD Turbo Diesel.

Kurt Drews’ Euro model 350SL. 



See You Next Year!

will be held on Saturday, 
June 11, 2011! 

17th Annual German Car Fest

“Young Classics” - Three Generations of SL design here. Three R107 models, an R230 and an R129 far right.

Something for all tastes at this year’s show!

THANKS AGAIN!
Paul and Chris Bergquist

For organizing this great event



Passenger Vehicles 10-Jul 9-Jul Monthly % YTD 2010 YTD 2009 Yearly %

C-CLASS 5,309 4,450 19.30% 34,864 30,179 15.50%

E-CLASS 5,462 5,556 -1.70% 33,240 18,257 82.10%

S-CLASS 779 638 22.10% 7,184 5,674 26.60%

CL-CLASS 99 85 16.50% 552 807 -36.10%

SL-CLASS 194 319 -39.20% 1,407 2,493 -43.60%

SLS AMG 47  - - 265 - -

CLK-CLASS  5 364 -98.60% 585 5,567 -89.50%

SLK-CLASS 60 234 -74.40% 1,437 1,885 -23.80%

CLS-CLASS 93 164 -43.30% 1,158 1,807 -35.90%

R-CLASS 314 36 772.20% 1,723 2,028 -15.00%

M-CLASS 1,973 1,674 17.90% 14,366 12,278 17.00%

G-CLASS 48 55 -12.70% 497 352 41.20%

GL-CLASS 1,179 844 39.70% 10,596 7,197 47.20%

GLK-CLASS 1,805 1,809 -0.20% 13,167 12,792 2.90%

TOTAL 17,367 16,228 7.00% 121,041 101,316 19.50%

*SPRINTER 681  - - 3,974  - -

MBUSA Combined Total 10-Jul 9-Jul Monthly % YTD 2010 YTD 2009 Yearly %

GRAND TOTAL 18,048 16,228 11.20% 125,015 101,316 23.40%

Mercedes-Benz USA Sales Report: July 2010

Source: Mercedes-Benz Online Newsroom
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Small Dings got you down? 
Call the “Dentman” !!! 

 

Juergen’s Dent Kraft 

The Original Paintless Dentman  
 

FAST, INEXPENSIVE DENT REMOVAL & HAIL DAMAGE REPAIR  
WITHOUT EVEN VISITING A BODY SHOP !  

 

Visit us @ http://www.juergensdentkraft.com 

 

Juergen's Dent Kraft, Inc. 
 
Located in the  
 
Collision Center Building 
900 Florida Avenue 
Golden Valley MN 55426 
Phone: 952.472.5100 

Meister Juergen Holzer, Owner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mailing address: 
 
555 Clarence Avenue 
Minnetrista MN 55364 
USA 

 

http://www.juergensdentkraft.com 

                  TWIN CITY TIRE 
                        & AUTO SERVICE 
Jim Miller 
Jeb Miller 

 

952-888-8880 
 

8653 Lyndale Av. South 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

                     Ron Newton 
               Bill Macy 

 

952-829-8000 
 

12480 Plaza Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 

FAX: 952-703-8949 
WWW.TWINCITYTIRE.COM 
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       Warren Rauch …………...……….612-729-1812
2010 Directors
      Dave Bortner  thru 2010)…..….…..612-590-5110
      Jim Walwrath (thru 2010)…..….…..715-723-8844
      Warren Rauch (thru 2011)…….…..612-729-1812
      Jim Hughes (thru 2010)……….......952-436-8073
      Dave Tobin (thru 2011).………..….651-216-1265
 Mark Flaten (thru 2010)........….….763-476-1612
      Patti Wendling (thru 2012)…...……612-385-4138
      Scott Hegstrand (thru 2012)...…….612-619-8615
New Member Welcoming 
 Dave Tobin ………………………...651-216-1265
 Laurie Stone………………………..612-619-8615
Membership Roster Keeper
  Dave Runkle………………………..952-471-7578
Events Coordinators
 Chris & Paul Bergquist…………....952-937-1822
Technical Events Coordinator
 John Marquardt…………………....952-470-5720
Driving Event Coordinator
 John Olson………………………....612-377-0155

AMG Enthusiasts Group
  John Marquardt…………………...952-470-5720
Advisors
      Restoration Bruce Kelly………....612-724-1399
  Mechanical Ken Chevrette…..….651-503-4061
  Auto Body Mike Wells………..….952-546-5301
Newsletter Editor
  Dave Tobin……………………651-216-1265
“The Star” Correspondent
  Jim Walwrath………………...……715-723-8844
Technical Editor
  John Elliott……………………..… 952-941-4040
Club Photographers
 Lloyd Hubbard………………….….952-474-7385
 Rudy Lamprecht…………………...651-484-7451
 Louis Wendling…………………….612-386-1051
Webmaster
      John Marquardt…….………………952-470-5720
Display Advertising
       Dave Bortner……………………….612-590-5110
Lion’s Tap Info
      John Elliott………….…..……...…...952-941-4040
Croissant Club Info
 Ursula Lamprecht………………….651-484-7451
Pagoda W-113 Enthusiasts Group
 Ken Garelick………………………..651-452-2807
M-100 Liaison
 Ron Liddiard………………………..952-445-5576

Officers & Coordinators
Technical Advisers
  Wynne Anderson………………….952-949-2277
          (World Auto Repair & World Imports, Inc.)
  Steve Frankwitz…………………...952-929-7440
    (Kevin Kees Auto Service & Sales)
  Doug Cunningham………………..952-546-5301
    (Sears Imported Autos)
  Werner Huber……………………..763-546-2586
    (Huber’s Imported Car Service)
  Jeff LaMont………………………..651-483-2681
    (Maplewood Imports)
M-B Dealer Liaisons
 Feldmann Imports
             Dave Tobin (Dealer)…………952-567-2188
         Dick Lind (Club)...…...……....952-832-5131
 Maplewood Imports
             George Andeweg (Dealer)….651-483-2681
         Ursula Lamprecht (Club)..…..651-484-7451
 Sear’s Imported Autos
              John Drewitz (Dealer)…….....952-546-5301
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  Mark Flaten………………………..2007 - 2009
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  Bob Nienkerk……………………..1984 - 1991
  Ralph Engelking………………….1980 - 1984

NEW ALL-GERMAN MARQUE CONCOURS DURING PEBBLE BEACH 
by Laura Simonds, MBCA National Treasurer 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) is excited to join with the BMW Car Club of 
America and Porsche Club of America to host a truly unique event�Legends of the Autobahn: 
West Coast Summer Concours. This all-German marque concours is a 2010 MBCA national 
special event.

For the first time, the three car clubs will come together on Friday, August 13, 2010 at the Rancho 
Cañada Golf Club, 4860 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley, California. This event will be a new 
part of the world-famous Monterey Motorsports Reunion (formerly Historics) and Pebble Beach 
Concours weekend.  

There are two options for you to enter your car: judged entry in one of six classes for 1987 or 
older vehicles; or display-only corral where vehicles of all ages are welcome. Entry fee is $50 for 
judged or $25 for corral. You can also opt for the delicious picnic lunch catered by the golf club 
café for $20 per person (it�s enough food for two!), or you can bring your own lunch.  

To register, go to www.motorsportreg.com. Scroll to the August event calendar. For August 13th,
you�ll see a separate listing for �Legends of the Autobahn: West Coast Summer Concours� for 
MBCA, BMW CCA, and PCA. When you click �Register� on the MBCA entry line, your registration 
will go directly to MBCA. Registration deadline is August 1. If you don�t want to enter your car, 
please stop by to feast on some beautiful vehicles. There�s no admission gate fee.  

We�re seeking volunteers to help with judging and other jobs (field placement, membership tent, 
vehicle check-in, set up on Thursday, etc.). If you�re interested in helping and having a fun day 
seeing beautiful German cars or if you have any questions about the event, please contact Laura 
Simonds at (650) 592-7613 or simondsl@pacbell.net.   

If you need help with lodging, try www.resort2me.com. 

We thank MBUSA for helping support of this national special event, and we hope to see MBCA 
out in full force at �Legends of the Autobahn: West Coast Summer Concours.� 



Suburban Corvettes of Minnesota will be hosting a driver school and lapping day at 
Brainerd International Raceway this September. MBCA-TC members are welcome. 

This driver school will provide you with the opportunity to develop your driving skills in 
the controlled environment of a closed circuit and then they can be used for normal 
street driving, autocrossing or racing. It’s also a chance for the experienced racer to 
get lots of track time.

Whether the sun shines or it rains, the driver school and lapping goes on. If the sun shines, 
it is a great time to practice the racing line, braking points or just different corner entry or exit 
points. If it rains, you will really learn handling techniques for adverse conditions.

There is classroom and braking exercises for the beginner, novice or semi-experi-
enced driver. It is your chance to learn the basics and also how your car reacts to 
driver inputs. Ride with experienced drivers and see how they handle their car. The 
experienced drivers will ride with you and work with you to be more confident while 
you drive your car. You should take full advantage of the opportunity to use these 
experienced drivers and gain some of their knowledge.

Bring your own lunch, as the concession stand may not be open. We will not break 
for lunch, so you will need to eat when you can. 
You will need to bring:
• Helmet – minimum Snell 2005 (SCM has 4 on a first come basis)
• Non-synthetic material shirt – preferably long sleeve
• Non-synthetic material pants – NO SHORTS
• Shoes that tie – NO SANDLES
• Your lunch and beverage – NO ALCOHOL
• Full tank of gas

THE COST: $195.00 Before August 23, 2010 after August 23 the price will increase to $220.00
This driving school will be on the NEW 2.5 mile Competition Short Track with 13 corners!
If you check on the cost of other driver schools or with other clubs, you will find that 
this is a very inexpensive way to get up to 5 hours of track time. It is an exceptional 
value. There is a limit of 60 drivers. 

DRIVER SCHOOL & LAPPING DAY
AT BRAINERD INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2010

MBCA-TC members are also invited to participate in 2 autocrosses this summer, August 1st and September 12th 2010. These will 
be held at DCTC (Dakota County Technical College) in Rosemount, MN. This autocross is hosted by COM (Corvettes of Minnesota). 
Price: $30.00 in advance or $35.00 at the gate.

If you have any questions about any of these events please contact Scott Hegstrand at 612-619-8615
or email me at: scott.hegstrand@ci.minneapolis.mn.us  

You DO NOT need a race prepared car 
for any of these events! They’re designed 
for you to explore the handling and 
performace capabilities of your street car 
under controlled conditions.



Northern Star Classifieds

OEM Timing Chain for 380 SL new in 
box. Keep a spare single timing chain 
on hand, as these are no longer avail-
able from Mercedes Benz. $75.00.
Paul Bergquist - 952-937-1822

2002 Mercedes Benz  C32 AMG
V6 super charge, Mileage 75,000, 
Auto transmission, Black leather 
interior, Bose sound, Air, cruise, 
Power steering, doors, locks, slip 
control, alloy wheels, ABS- 4 wheel, 
Moon Roof, Side air bags, dual front 
air bags, Excellent Condition, $15,000. 
Contact Dee at 763-862-6587

Put your car in front of hundreds of dedicated Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts! 
Classified ads for cars, parts and accessories in the Northern Star are FREE to MBCA-TC members. Non member ads cost $45, 
but with that ad you get a one year club membership.
 
Please submit classfied ads for inclusion in the Northern Star by placing your ad copy in the body of an email, no Word docs or 
text attachments please, just a simple email. Attach photos in “JPEG” format to the email. Photos must be 300dpi. An original 
file from your digital camera 1Mb or larger is sufficient. Your ad will appear as you write it, however ads may be edited for space 
and content as necessary. Please include your membership number with your ad. 

Submit ad copy and photo to Dave Tobin via email: dave@daveknowscars.com Questions? Call Dave at (651) 216-1265  

1980 Mercedes-Benz 280SL, 4 spd 
manual, twin cam 6 cylinder European 
model w/ euro lights and bumpers. 81k 
miles, light metallic green, interior is 
black tex w/ black / white plaid inserts. 
Both tops, well maintained, very good 
quality driver. Well documented import 
with paperwork, shipping docs, every-
thing. Kept at 2nd home in FL, now back 
home in MN for sale. Asking $14,800, but 
all reasonable offers considered. Email 
for pdf w/ records, history and 50+ pho-
tos. dave@daveknowscars.com or call 
Dave Tobin: (651) 216-1265 

1972 Mercedes-Benz 450 SL, parts car. 
This was a very nice car that had an en-
gine fire. It has a mint dark blue interior 
and dark blue soft top. Also has the hard 
top, 14” alloy wheels, small Euro bum-
pers. Chassis parts should all be okay, 
but I don’t know if water got in the motor. 
No title: it was turned into the DMV as 
junk. Located North of Minneapolis, price 
is $1,200. Call Warren Rauch (612) 729-
1812 or Mike Cornell at (612) 369-5900.   

2007 Mercedes-Benz E320 BlueTEC, 
Wheel and tire package. Extra set of  four 
(4) wheels with mounted Michelin tires, 
came off my 2007 E class diesel. Tires 
have only been between dealer and my 
home, total of 41 miles on them. Origi-
nal stock Mercedes-Benz 16” wheels. 
Wheels and tires are in perfect condition. 
$800 for the set. Call Jamie Jensen: (952) 
944-2873



AUGUST
4 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

7 - Saturday: Cars & Café
8 - Sunday: Scavenger Rally - A casual 
rally through rural Wisconsin 10:00am - ?  
Vino in the Valley Winery:
W3826 450th Ave, Maiden Rock, WI 54750 
Additional Info Contact: Ken Arneson or 
Julie Winger: (651) 815-5714
Email: karneson@startech-comp.com

14 - Saturday:New London to New 
Brighton Antique Car Run Meet on Main 
Street in Kingston, MN between 9:00 and 
10:00am to watch cars arrive at 10:30, 
then lunch with club friends.

20 - Friday: Croissant Club

SEPTEMBER
1 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

4 - Saturday: Cars & Café

12 - Sunday:Wayzata Rotary / Minne-
apolis Club Car Show for Charity
Downtown Wayzata 10:00am - 4:00pm
Additional Info Contact: Marty Schneider
Ph: (612) 237-3843 

13 - Monday Brainerd HPDC
Hosted by Suburban Corvettes of MN 
and held at Brainerd Int’l Raceway
Additional Info Contact:Scott Hegstrand 
Ph: (612) 619-8615  

17 - Friday: Croissant Club

19 - Sunday: 8th Annual Oktoberfest 
& Car Show Northern Wisconsin Fair-
grounds Chippewa Falls, WI 10:00am-2:00pm
Additional Info Contact: 
Jim & Mary Walrath:(715) 723-8844 
Email: jmksm@charter.net

22 - Wednesday: 
Board of Directors Meeting 6:00pm
Timberlodge Steakhouse, St. Louis Park

Lion’s Tap
Burgers, beer, and Mercedes-Benz 
talk. Every first Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30pm
1618 Flying Cloud Drive
Eden Prairie - (952) 934-5299
Additional Info Contact:
John Elliott: (952) 941-4040
Email: jelliott@sicoinc.com

REGULAR EVENTS
Croissant Club
Lunch, coffee, pastries and Mercedes-
Benz talk. Every third Friday of the 
month from 11:00am-2:00pm
Patrick’s French Bakery Inside Bach-
man’s 6010 Lyndale Ave Minneapolis 
Ph:(612) 861-9277
Additional Info Contact:
Marilyn Nienkerk: (612) 866-6200 
Email: mnienkerk@worldnet.att.net

Cars & Café
Coffee, doughnuts and all sorts of 
sports, luxury and exotic cars, although 
not an official MB Club event, lots of 
fun. Every first Saturday of the month 
June - November 8:00am - 11:00am 
AutoMotorPlex 8200 Audobon Rd, 
Chanhassen
Additional Info Contact:
Bruno Silikowski: (612) 850-8398
Email:bsilikowski@automotorplex.com

24-29: Starfest
Hosted by the Greater Washington D.C. 
Section MBCA
Additional Info Contact: Bill Hooper
Ph: (202) 363-4189

OCTOBER
2 - Saturday: Cars & Café

6 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

9 - Saturday: 3rd Annual EurocarsUS 
Open House and Car Show 
10100 Viking Drive, Eden Prairie
Additional Info Contact: Rob Seuss
Ph: (952) 944-5252

10 - Sunday:Fall Color Tour & Lunch 
The Norton’s Restaurant, Red Wing, MN
Additional Info Contact: John & Maureen 
Drewitz Ph: (612) 242-6881 

15 - Friday: Croissant Club

15 -17 - Fri. - Sun.: Bayfield Fall Leaf 
Weekend Additional Info Contact: Louis 
& Patti Wendling Ph: (612) 385-4138

23 - Saturday: - MBCA-TC Annual Meet-
ing at Gasthof Zur Gemutlichkeit
2300 University Avenue NE, Minneapolis. 
Ph:(612) 781-3860
Additional Info Contact: Dave Bortner 
Ph: (612) 590-5110  

NOVEMBER
3 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

14 - Sunday: Old Log Theater
A club afternoon out at the theater! 
Lunch and matineé.
Additional Info Contact: John Elliott
Ph: (952) 941-4040

17 - Wednesday: 
Board of Directors Meeting 6:00pm
Timberlodge Steakhouse, St. Louis Park

19 - Friday: Croissant Club

DECEMBER
1 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

 4 - Saturday:Annual MBCA-TC Holiday 
Party at Al & Alma’s Minnetonka 
Additional Info Contact: Dave Bortner
Ph: (612) 590-5110 

17 - Friday: Croissant Club

JANUARY 2011
2 - Wednesday: Lion’s Tap

5 - Saturday: Cars & Café

12 - Saturday:
16th Annual German Carfest
The MBCA Twin Cities Section’s biggest 
car show of the year!
9:00am - 2:00pm
Veteran’s Memorial Park Shakopee,
1801 E. County Rd. 101
Additional Info Contact: 
Paul and Chris Bergquist:(952) 937-1822 
Email: pbassocinc@aol.com or
Greg Thompson: (651) 735-1578

18 - Friday: Croissant Club

Do you have an idea...
for a Mercedes-Benz Club event?

We’re always looking for new 
ideas and new destinations to 
drive to in our Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles.

Do you know of a scenic road with 
a fun restaurant at the end of it 
where we could all have lunch on 
a Saturday afternoon?

Contact Paul Bergquist: (952) 937-1822

“When you’re in a Mercedes-
Benz, getting there really is 

half the fun!”



 

Expect The Unexpected. 

 
At Maplewood Imports, there is a good chance you will find the right 

Mercedes to fit your personal tastes.  
 

Come and discover the difference at Maplewood  
Imports in Sales, Service and Satisfaction. 

MAPLEWOOD IMPORTSMAPLEWOOD IMPORTSMAPLEWOOD IMPORTS   
MercedesMercedesMercedes---Benz      •     Porsche      •     AudiBenz      •     Porsche      •     AudiBenz      •     Porsche      •     Audi   

2780 North Highway 61  -  Maplewood, MN 55109 
651-483-2681  -   FAX 651-766-2323  -  www.maplewoodimports.com 
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